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which became the sources of income. 
As communication over long distances 
became easy and cheap, and as transporting 
material and products over long distances 
became economically feasible, the ability 
to transact business and source markets, 
materials, and labor from around the world 
removed impediments of borders.
 These changes created the world 
marketplace we know today. With this 
came technology and engineering methods 
that positively increased productivity 
through mechanized replacement of certain 
manual tasks, thereby reducing production 
costs and ultimately consumer prices.
 But this mechanization also brought 
with it a decline in demand for human labor 
and the job displacement that resulted. 
Years of training and apprenticeships that 
had resulted in elevated skill sets and 
commensurate wage levels slowly eroded.
 Conversely, the compensation levels 
of many in the management level of 
corporate America disproportionately 
continue to go up. The combination of 
these factors and the pandering of the 
“news” media to particular segments of the 
population to create a following for their 
brand of reporting have foisted a feeling 
of irrelevance and economic decline on 
a segment of the population that feels 
forgotten and replaced by “others.”
 In 1912, Italian statistician and 
sociologist Corrado Gini published 
Variability and Mutability, a paper, 
which, according to Wikipedia, presented 
a “measure of statistical dispersion 
intended to represent the income or wealth 
distribution of a nation’s residents, and is 
the most commonly used measurement of 
inequality.” The resulting product of this 
calculation is variously known as the Gini 
coefficient, Gini index, or Gini ratio and 
will generate a numerical total that will 
vary from 0 to 1, the higher the result the 
greater the disparity.
 As the disparity widens, so too does 
the discontent. According to a report on 
America’s Health Rankings, the Gini index 
for the United States increased from .426 in 
1990 to .482 in 2018. A similar calculation 
of the data in most other countries reflects 
like trends.
 This economic disfranchisement 
has resulted in a group of unemployed or 
underemployed workers who are grasping 
for an explanation of why they have now 

ended up as irrelevant in the job market. 
 Enter the opportunists.
 This is a group of individuals who are 
attuned to political conditions on which 
to capitalize to provide a stage to gain 
public notoriety, recognition, and financial 
support. The ingredients underlying the 
foundation upon which reliance is based 
are preexisting perceptions, rationales, 
and biases. Time and time again we have 
witnessed the use of accusatory finger 
pointing for the sole purpose of gaining 
personal recognition but not solutions, the 
most heinous modern example of which is 
Hitler. Aiding and abetting this selective 
process is the media, public and social, 
that sensationalizes and highlights parts of 
the narrative, which, while not telling the 
overall, factual particulars, paints a picture 
that embellishes the situation skewed to 
create a desired concept.
 Unfortunately, through the centuries, 
among other accusations, these opportunists 
have resorted to the age-old canards of 
accusing Jews as a primary catalyst of the 
social and economic problems. Repetitive 
accusations, even when not true, take on 
the aura of reliable truths.
 Such is the case we are witnessing 
today. As aliens in others’ countries for 
centuries, unchallenged and unsubstantiated 
accusations and misinformation about 
Jews have festered as cancerous growths. 
According to a piece on A&E Television 
Networks, LLC.’s “history.com” web 
page updated on June 10, 2019, “Hostility 
against Jews may date back nearly as far 
as Jewish history. In the ancient empires of 
Babylonia, Greece, and Rome, Jews — who 
originated in the ancient kingdom of Judea 
— were often criticized and persecuted for 
their efforts to remain a separate cultural 
group rather than taking on the religious 
and social customs of their conquerors.”
 The narrative continues by pointing 
out, “With the rise of Christianity, anti-
Semitism spread throughout much of 
Europe. Early Christians vilified Judaism 
in a bid to gain more converts. They 
accused Jews of outlandish acts such as 
‘blood libel’ — the kidnapping and murder 
of Christian children to use their blood to 
make Passover bread,” the promulgation 
of which continues up to the present. To 
this is added the characterization of the 
Jews as being a people guilty of deicide, 
“Christ killers,” being part of a worldwide 
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 As mankind evolved from family 
groupings to larger and larger entities, 
communal organizational formats 
developed with rules and responsibilities. 
Every structure was evolutionary, resulting 
from the particular experiences and needs 
of each individual commune.
 Those who rose to the top financially 
and politically did so exerting control 
by physical and mental strength. Over 
time, the enclaves and populations were 
expanded through friendly trade alliances 
and military conflicts, and these spheres of 
influence and control became the accepted, 
ingrained culture. 
 With the passage of time, the different 
societal entities developed the ability 
to converse with each other, which 
broadened their ability to engage in larger 
business markets for customers, materials, 
supplies, and labor. As mankind expanded 
from a basic-needs, hunter-gatherer 
focused society to a production-consumer 
economy, focus was directed to more 
specialized skills geared to the production 
of components rather than the complete 
product.
 This transition gave rise to specialized 
skills and abilities, the usefulness of 
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conspiratorial plot to control and dominate 
the world, and many more nefarious acts.
 So it is not surprising that when the 
present-day opportunists build a fire under 
their cauldron to concoct their witches’ 
brew, two of the major ingredients in the 
recipe are antisemitism and anti-Israel 
bias. The potion so produced is being 
consumed by that segment of the populace 
when it is confronted with what it sees as 
its irrelevance. As with elixirs in general, 
rather than correcting the problem, what is 
being dispensed is a fallacious remedy that 
not only is unable to deal with the issue but 
actually is creating even greater problems 
and maladies. 
 This is a background with which many 
of us are familiar. But what has made this 
hate epidemic even more virulent is the 
genetic modification that has resulted from 
the injection of what Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a 
native of Somalia, who emigrated to the 
West and later abandoned Islam, wrote in 
a Wall Street Journal article on July 12, 
2019. In this piece, Ms. Ali referred to 
the skewed “education in the depth and 
breadth of Jewish villainy” that she and 
other Muslims received after joining the 
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What’s
HAPPENING

 Happy New Year to all our loyal readers. 
But we bet that you, like us, are still writing 
the year 5779 on your checks instead of 
5780.

WE FINALLY GET A GOOD REVIEW. 
David Herckis called us up the other day to 
thank us for the nice article we did last issue 
on him and his lovely wife, Gladys, saying it 
was so well written, so eloquent and moving, 
and what a great writers we are.
 Since most people just ignore our 
column, and absolutely no one has ever 
praised our writing like that before, we had 
to go back and re-read the article and see 

what he was talking about. Sure enough, we 
realized why he was so happy. 
 Yes, the piece was beautifully written. 
But the entire article consisted of our quoting 
Gladys’s e-mail to us, describing her mostly 
idyllic childhood in LaGrange, Georgia, and 
the small but vibrant Jewish committy there. 
Fortunately, we put it all in quotes, so we 
could not justifiably be accused of plagiarism. 
In other words, we just stole her material, but 
did not try to hide it. Unconcealed theft. An 
old journalistic trick. But truthfully, we never 
could have written anything as well as she 
did, so why change it?
 By the way, we never read reviews of 
our articles, books, and other writings. When 
they’re bad, it is annoying; and when they’re 
good, they’re never good enough.

SMALL TOWN SOUTHERN JEWS. Yes, 
we love stories about growing up Jewish in 
small Southern towns and Old Atlanta. We 
loved sharing Gladys’s reminiscences, as 
well as those of Susie and Jerry Warshaw, 
who grew up in Morningside (and who 

BY Reg
   Regenstein
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recently celebrated their 50th anniversary).
 The other day we were reading In 
Search of Jewish Spartanburg, the fall issue 
of the wonderful magazine of The Jewish 
Historical Society of South Carolina, edited 

by the distinguished, 
respected, and beloved 
College of Charleston 
historian and author 
Dale Rosengarten.
 Our favorite 
was the article “Being 
Jewish in Union,” by 
Gloria From Goldberg, 
in which she writes, 
“Belonging to the only 
Jewish family in town 

gave my brother, Allan, and me a unique 
perspective. We were taught at an early age 
that we were Jewish and different…. We 
were always proud of our Judaism and we 
got along well with our Christian friends….”
 She fondly remembers attending 
kindergarten at the First Presbyterian Church 
near her home, and says she will “always 
remember the Christmas program when I was 
I was chosen to be the ‘star’ on the Christmas 
tree ... I’ll bet I was the only Jewish star on a 
Christmas tree in history.”
 She also recalls watching the Ku Klux 
Klan “march down Main Street on a Saturday 
afternoon with covered faces. I was scared 
and would run into Dad’s store. He would 
assure me no one would hurt me and would 
take me into the window of the store and 

Dale Rosengarten 
(photo: Theodore 
Rosengarten)

Gloria From Goldberg and brother 
Allan From gave the Union County 
building (previously their father’s 
store) in memory of their parents 
Edith and Harry From (photo: Gloria 
From Goldberg)
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tell me some of the people’s names as they 
walked by.”
 When she asked him how he knew who 
they were, he said, “I look at their shoes — 
they buy their shoes from me.”

HAPPY 50TH TO GRAY AND PAUL 
EHRLICH. In 1969, as the first men were 
landing on the moon, something even more 
important happened: Gray and Paul Ehrlich 
got married, and half a century later, are 
still at it. And we gotta say, our old Phi Ep 
(now ZBT) fraternity bro from University of 
Pennsylvania really lucked out.
 They met the year before, when Gray 
moved to Atlanta and, with the help of 
Paul’s friends Richard Pressman and Nathan 
Crystal, found a townhome complex to move 
into — the same one where Paul was living 
with Nathan and a couple of other buddies. A 
pretty seedy group, all right, but Gray added 
a lotta class to the place.
 She showed up with her parents to 
inspect the digs, rousing Paul out of bed 
with a bad hangover, induced by being over-
served at Tommy May’s rehearsal dinner the 
night before. Paul says that although he was 

From page 3

Happening not in the best of spirits, it turned out to be 
the beginning of “a true romance.”
 Paul immediately knew a good thing 
when he saw it, plus realizing the advantages 
of going out with someone you don’t have 
to drive all the way home after a date, to say 
nothing of the savings in gas, so he pounced 
— and, as he puts it, “the rest is history.” Or, 
as our politically correct friends like to say, 
“herstory.”
 Anyway, they tied the knot and, so far, 
have been very happy — for about half a 
century, although things did get off to a 
somewhat rocky start.
 On their way to a dream honeymoon on 
Paradise Island, a “good friend” of Paul’s 
mother was going to handle everything in 
Miami, where they had to lay over, promising 
the hotel’s honeymoon suite, flowers, and 
the whole shmear. They landed late at night, 
exhausted after their wedding reception, and 
walked into a lobby full of rowdy, chain-
smoking guys dressed like Marlon Brando in 
On the Waterfront.
 When they made it up to their room, 
there was indeed a surprise waiting for them 
— no flowers, but cracked linoleum floors, 
tape covering the holes on the plastic sofa 
and no towels, only washcloths. They did 
not unpack, they kept on their socks, went to 
bed, and tried to get some sleep. Early the 
next morning, they hustled out to the airport 
and headed towards Paradise Island, where 

everything was great from then on.
 Upon their return, they took up residence 
in one of Atlanta’s first condo complexes, 
the Ivys, and soon, a couple of kids came 
along, Leigh and Michael. Paul was working 
in accounting and Gray taught aerobic 
dance and worked for an interior decorator. 
Camping was their preferred weekend 
activity, along with numerous visits to Gray’s 
family in Charlotte and vacations in Hilton 
Head and Destin, always near the beach.
 Once the kids grew up, Paul went to 
work with his best friend Tommy May at 
United Seal and Stamp, and after many 
successful years they sold the company. Gray 
and Paul then headed to the North Georgia 
mountains, building a house in Cleveland on 
the Chattahoochee River. While the house 
was being built, they stayed in a cabin tent 
next to the river each weekend, cutting the 
mountain laurel and watching their house 
grow. If there was an event to attend, they 
could always bathe in the river. They now 
rent out their mountain retreat to folks who 
want to spend a few days or a weekend in one 
of the most beautiful spots in Georgia.
 Eventually, Paul took over the 
accounting and management of his son’s 
successful electrical contracting business, 
Ehrlich Electric, where he is today. They stay 
in Atlanta much of the time now, spending 
quality time with their wonderful grandkids, 
Eden and Alexandria, who fortunately take 
after their beautiful mom, Leigh, who is 
married to Michael Schiff.
 The Ehrlichs still love to travel, often 
with Barbara and Tommy May and their four 
kids. They have taken family trips of 10 to 
Yucatan, staying in tents 20 feet from the 
ocean, and gone on photo safaris in South 
Africa, a paddleboat trip on the Amazon, and 
a wonderful cruise to Spain and Italy.
 Truly, Paul says he is grateful to “have 

been blessed with many great times with 
wonderful family and friends, and 50 years 
of love.”

“UNRAVELING THE LONG AND 
COMPLICATED HISTORY OF 
JUDAISM.” The best-selling humor author 
Dave Barry and screenwriter/cultural critic 
Adam Mansbach were in town in September, 
speaking at the Marcus Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta (MJCCA) in Dunwoody 
about their great new book, A Field Guide 
to the Jewish People: Who They Are, Where 
They Come From, What to Feed Them, What 
They Have Against Foreskins, How Come 
They Carry Each Other Around on Chairs, 
Why They Fled Egypt by Running Straight 
to a Large Body of Water, and Much More. 
Maybe Too Much More.
 The tireless and always in demand 
Esther Levine escorts and organizes talks 
by all the hot authors coming to Atlanta, 
and she never disappoints. As promised in 
Esther’s press release, the writers tackled 
“some of the tough questions that have been 
plaguing the ‘long-suffering Jewish people’ 
everywhere for centuries.” Such as: “Why do 
random Jewish holidays keep springing up 
unexpectedly? Why are yarmulkes round? 
Who was the first Jewish comedian?,” and 
other explanations of “the inner working of 
Judaism — from a comedic point of view.” 
 No wonder Dave has won a Pulitzer 
Prize and been called “the funniest man in 
America” by The New York Times.
 And a grateful community thanks 
Esther for bringing so many great authors 
to Atlanta so we can see and hear and talk 
first-hand with some of the smartest and most 
interesting folks around.

PIZZA. And speaking of persistently 
puzzling questions, why do we make round 
pizza, put it in a square box, and eat it in 
triangles?

Michael Ehrlich, Leigh Schiff, Gray 
Ehrlich, Paul Ehrlich, and Alex Schiff 
at a 2018 Braves playoff game

Tommy and Barbara May

Graveyards are full 
of indispensable men. 

—Attributed to many sources including Charles de Gaulle
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Muslim Brotherhood.
 Those of us living in the West naively 
had believed that the worldwide base for 
antisemitic persecution was a derivative 
of thoughts and actions emanating from 
the teachings and culture promulgated by 
Christianity. This is not surprising since 
emigration from Asian countries into the 
United States had been severely restricted 
and, in fact, according to an article in 
Wikipedia, population from that region to 
the United States between 1875 and 1965 
was “largely prohibited from naturalization 
until the 1940s. Since the elimination of 
Asian exclusion laws and the reform of the 
immigration system in the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1965, there has been a 
large increase in the number of immigrants 
to the United States from Asia.”
 Decolonization of Africa and the 
emergence of independent countries in 
Asia in the mid-to-late 1950s and 1960s, 
redefining national boundaries and 
governmental structures after World War 
II, civil wars and ethnic conflicts in the 
Middle East, and the economic impact 
of oil all resulted in dramatic population 
redeployment with an ancillary infusion of 
social mores into Western civilization that 
previously had not been present.
 These factors together with the 
historical conflict over the establishment 
of Israel as a legal, independent, sovereign 
nation by the world’s governing body all 

contributed to the export of the centuries-
old, antisemitic deprecation embodied in 
the societal conventions of that area. In 
Ms. Ali’s article, she decisively speaks to 
this matter as follows.
 “In my experience, it is difficult, 
perhaps impossible, to unlearn hate without 
coming to terms with how you learned to 
hate. Most Americans are familiar with the 
classic Western flavors of anti-Semitism: 
the Christian, European, white-supremacist 
and Communist types. But little attention 
has been paid to the special case of Muslim 
anti-Semitism. That is a pity because today 
it is anti-Semitism’s most zealous, most 
potent and most underestimated form.”
 The socio-political developments of 
this century and the resulting increased 
migration from the Middle East to the 
European enclave have now brought 
new energy and commitment into the 
antisemitic equation. Ms. Ali references 
Quranic verses that, according to her 
article, announced that “Allah had eternally 
condemned them [Jews], that they were 
not human but descendants of pigs and 
monkeys, that we [Muslims] should aspire 
to kill them wherever we found them.” 
She also recounted the following urging of 
Mohammed Morsi, the former president of 
Egypt and longtime Muslim Brotherhood 
leader, that he promoted in 2010: “ ‘We 
must never forget, brothers, to nurse our 
children and our grandchildren on hatred 
for them: for Zionists, for Jews’ — two 
categories that tend to merge along with 
allegations of world domination.”
 Hand in hand with the indoctrination 
of its followers with its antisemitic and 

From page 2

Selfish Demeaning anti-Zionist doctrines, the fundamentals of 
which have come to the Western world in 
greater dosages with the increased inflow 
of immigrants from these areas, several of 
the countries that have had impressive per 
capita income, primarily Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar, have spent extravagant sums self-
promoting. According to Ms. Ali’s article: 
“Since the early 1970s, the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia has spent vast sums to 
spread Wahhabi Islam abroad. Much of 
this funding is opaque, but estimates of 
the cumulative sum run as high as $100 
billion.” Additionally, according to Ms. 
Ali, in the U.S. the “Qatar Foundation has 
given $30.6 million over the past eight 
years to public schools, ostensibly for 
teaching Arabic and promoting cultural 
exchange.”
 As we know, the economy has a 
direct bearing on the ebb and flow of the 
antisemitic acts and pronouncements. 
Israel has limited natural resources, 
and, as an emerging nation and with a 
disproportionate immigrant population to 
support and assimilate, it does not have 
the financial ability to match marketing 
expenditures with its adversaries; however, 
with the changes that have and are 
taking place in the energy market, these 
adversaries will be reevaluating their ability 
to continue their monetary commitment to 
this endeavor.
 Once again we are faced with the 
physical and fiscal threat of antisemitism 
— a daunting and foreboding prospect. But 
this time is a little different. This time we 
are proud citizens of the country in which 
we live, which, for us, is the United States, 

a nation for which we have fought and died 
and to which we owe our fealty. In addition, 
we no longer are aliens in others’ countries, 
for under the Israeli Law of Return, “every 
Jew has the right to come to this country 
[Israel] as an oleh [immigrant].”
 This time we are a people with 
a country. We also are a people with 
historical, emotional, and legal ties to our 
ancestral land, a country like the United 
States that represents the principles and 
governance of a democratic government 
and an established, accepted operating legal 
system. An ally with a solid, well-trained, 
well-equipped military establishment that 
is superior to those of the surrounding, 
adversarial nations, and each of which 
serves as a proxy for the other.
 An irony of the situation is that Jews 
have been a primary factor in developing 
the advertising and marketing industry; 
however, for some reason, we got left at 
the starting gate when it came to offsetting 
the negative stereotyping that has dogged 
us through the years. 
 Marketing is not a field in which I 
have devoted much time, but it seems to 
me that we have allowed our detractors 
to continue to demean us with centuries-
old negatives and distortions without an 
aggressive campaign to tout our strengths, 
contributions to scientific and ethical 
pursuits, and world health.
 Our story is not Madison Avenue 
hyperbole. Adversaries excel in negative 
distortions: we have verifiable facts. 
Instead of trying to counteract the bigoted 
perspective, let us turn on the creative 
juices.

 We live in constant fear of another 
antisemitic attack. Will it be a crude joke? 
A verbal assault? A physical assault? Will 
our places of worship, schools, community 
centers, cars, homes, cemeteries be 
vandalized?
 At a high school in Johns Creek, 
criminals spray-painted a swastika on the 
building.
 In Knoxville, Tennessee, antisemites 
spray-painted “Jews did 9/11” at a major 
university campus.
 In Florida, a school principal claimed 
the Holocaust was not a factual event.
 In Charlottesville, Virginia, they 
chanted “Jews will not replace us.”
 We see it reported in the media and 
on social networking feeds and we hear 
about it from acquaintances and strangers 

on the street. We document each incident to 
remind ourselves to never forget. We burn 
the events into our memories to learn from 
our history and protect our future.
 At a recent American Jewish Com-
mittee (AJC) lunch, we asked attendees to 
share their experiences with antisemitism. 
Every individual in the room told a story. 
Each shared their encounters with hateful 
anti-Semitic rhetoric from business 
associates, teachers, and administrators, 
and even their children’s classmates.
 AJC has just released a groundbreaking 
national survey of American Jews, assessing 
their perceptions of and experiences 
with antisemitism. Nearly nine out of 10 
American Jews (88%) said antisemitism 
is a problem in the U.S. today. More than 
one-third (38%) call antisemitism a very 
serious problem; and 84% say antisemitism 
in the U.S. has increased — and a plurality, 
43%, say it has increased significantly — 
over the past five years.
 October 27 is the one-year anniversary 
of the Tree of Life synagogue massacre in 
Pittsburg, the deadliest attack on the Jewish 
community in U.S. history. Eleven innocent 
Jews were simply praying in their house 
of worship. We remember their names 
to honor their memory: Joyce Fienberg, 
Richard Gottfried, Rose Mallinger, Jerry 

Rabinowitz, Cecil Rosenthal, David 
Rosenthal, Bernice Simon, Sylvan Simon, 
Daniel Stein, Melvin Wax, and Irving 
Younger.
 In Judaism, we honor those who have 
died by lighting a memorial candle, which 
burns for 25 hours. The flickering flame 
reminds us of the loss we have endured. 
Even as we mourn our loss, we are unable 
to completely shake the fear of what 
may come. Some 31% of American Jews 
today avoid publicly wearing, carrying, or 
displaying items that might identify them 
as a Jew.
 Six months after Pittsburgh, Jewish 
congregant Lori Gilbert-Kaye was gunned 
down while worshiping in a synagogue in 
Poway, California.
 More than 150 attacks have been 
perpetrated against Jews in New York City 
this year alone.
 Just six weeks ago, a neo-Nazi group 
marched in North Georgia.
 Jews around the world celebrated the 
Jewish New Year, a time to renew. Only 
eight days later, on Yom Kippur, the holiest 
day of the year, a terrorist gunned down 
two people outside a synagogue in Halle, 
Germany. The shooter had failed to enter 
the sanctuary filled with worshipers but 
tossed one of his grenades into the adjacent 

Jewish cemetery.
  Antisemitism is everywhere and has 
seen a marked increase in the U.S. For 
the 125,000 Jews in metro Atlanta, and 
millions more around the country, the 
new survey offers staggering and sobering 
statistics for a diverse Jewish community 
in Atlanta. We are white, black, Latino, 
Asian — straight, gay, civic, business — 
and of various Jewish denominations, plus 
families who are multi-faith.
 Following the attack in Pittsburgh, 
AJC hosted leaders from across Atlanta, 
of every faith and ethnicity. We needed 
our greater community, and Atlanta’s 
community wrapped its arms around us. 
Thank you, Atlanta. We took comfort in 
your support and knew we were not alone.
 Now, we must continue the dialogue 
and education, go deeper with these 
examples, and listen and learn from each 
other to collectively fight antisemitism.

Dov Wilker is director and Ilene Engel 
is president of the American Jewish 
Committee Atlanta Regional Office.

This article first appeared in the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution and is reprinted with 
permission.

A year after hate crime, antisemitism is still common

BYIlene
Engel

Dov
Wilker&
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 The 2019 Book Festival of the MJCCA 
celebrates 28 years of bringing culture 
and conversation to the greater Atlanta 
community with repertoire of 45+ authors 
and something to offer all festival-goers.
 Headlining authors such as Preet 
Bharara, Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
Chelsea Clinton, Akbar Gbajabiamila, 
Nikki R. Haley, Jodi Kantor, Adam Rippon, 
Bari Weiss, and Henry Winkler, along with 
local authors Perry Brickman, Zoe Fishman, 
Sherry Frank, Lynn Garson, Andy Lipman, 
Bev Saltzman Lewyn, Pat Mitchell, Brent 
Pease and Kyle Pease, I.J. Rosenberg, and 
Robyn Spizman, offered something for 
everyone.
 “The 28th Edition of the Book Festival 
of the MJCCA features everyone from 
acclaimed actors and renowned political 
figures; to historians and award-winning 
novelists; to authors presenting award-
winning cookbooks and riveting memoirs,” 
said Book Festival co-Chair Deena Profis. 
“We truly have something for everyone.”
 “Our exciting lineup featured some 
of Atlanta’s best local authors presenting 
their work,” explained Book Festival co-
Chair Susie Hyman. “Additionally, we 
included our ‘In Conversation’ interviews 
between authors and local journalists, as 
well as various events with book clubs from 

throughout the city.”
 Popular topics included: 
 Activism and Change Makers included 
authors Perry Brickman, Extracted, and 
Sherry Frank, A Passion to Serve. 
 All in the Family authors included 
Elizabeth Bellak and Alexandra Bellak, 
Renia’s Diary; Cher Hubsher and Dawn 
Hubsher, A Bond That Lasts Forever; Brent 
Pease and Kyle Pease, Beyond the Finish; 
and Hillary Clinton and Chelsea Clinton, 
The Book of Gutsy Women. 
 Amazing but True Stories included 
authors Ben Mezrich, Bitcoin Billionaires; 
Perry Brickman, Extracted; Chris Edmonds, 
No Surrender; Jon Dorenbos, Life Is Magic; 
Andy Lipman, The CF Warrior Project; and 
Brent Pease and Kyle Pease, Beyond the 
Finish. 
 Blockbuster Fiction included authors 
Heather Morris, Cilka’s Journey; Alice 
Hoffman, The World That We Knew; and 
Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver, Alien 
Superstar. 
 Contemporary Fiction included authors 
Zoe Fishman, Invisible As Air; Emily 
Liebert, Pretty Revenge; Myla Goldberg, 
Feast Your Eyes; and Lisa Barr, The 
Unbreakables.
 Current Events and Politics included 
authors Bari Weiss, How to Fight Anti-

Semitism; and Nikki R. Haley, With All Due 
Respect.
 Female Empowerment included 
authors Jodi Kantor, She Said; Pat Mitchell, 
Becoming a Dangerous Woman; and Hillary 
Clinton and Chelsea Clinton, The Book of 
Gutsy Women.
 Fashion and Style author included 
Tziporah Salamon, The Art of Dressing.
 History included authors Julie Salamon, 
An Innocent Bystander; Julie Satow, The 
Plaza; Shawn Levy, The Castle on Sunset; 
Adam Chandler, Drive-Thru Dreams; 
Stephen Silverman, The Amusement Park; 
and Daniel Okrent, The Guarded Gate.
 Historical Fiction included authors 
Melanie Benjamin, Mistress of the Ritz; 
Jennifer Cody Epstein, Wunderland; Sarah 
Blake, The Guest Book; and Jill Santopolo, 
More Than Words.
 Humor included author Bob Mankoff, 
Have I Got a Cartoon for You!
 Israeli Food & Cooking included author 
Einat Admony, Shuk.
 Justice and the Law included author 
Preet Bharara, Doing Justice.
 LGBTQ Issues included authors Adam 
Rippon, Beautiful on the Outside, and Abby 
Chava Stein, Becoming Eve.
 Love and Kindness included authors 
Lynn Garson, Sex and the Single Grandma, 

and Robyn Spizman, Loving Out Loud.
 Memoirs of Note included authors 
Jamie Bernstein, Famous Father Girl; Akbar 
Gbajabiamila, Everyone Can Be a Ninja; 
Adam Rippon, Beautiful on the Outside; Pat 
Mitchell, Becoming a Dangerous Woman; 
Jon Dorenbos, Life Is Magic; and Nikki R. 
Haley, With All Due Respect.
 Sequels to Blockbusters included 
authors Ben Mezrich, Bitcoin Billionaires, 
and Heather Morris, Cilka’s Journey.
 Sex in the City included authors 
Candace Bushnell, Is There Still Sex in the 
City? and Lynn Garson, Sex and the Single 
Grandma.
 Sobering Stories of the Holocaust 
included authors Jack Fairweather, The 
Volunteer; Stephen Koch, Hitler’s Pawn; 
Gillian Walnes Perry, The Legacy of Anne 
Frank; Meg Waite Clayton, The Last Train 
to London; Elizabeth Bellak and Alexandra 
Bellak, Renia’s Diary; Bev Saltzman 
Lewyn, On the Run in Nazi Berlin; and 
Chris Edmonds, No Surrender.
 Sports included Akbar Gbajabiamila, 
Everyone Can Be a Ninja; Adam Rippon, 
Beautiful on the Outside; Brent Pease and 
Kyle Pease, Beyond the Finish; and I.J. 
Rosenberg with Darren Eales, Conquered.
 The 2019 Book Festival of the MJCCA 
truly had something for everyone.

The 28th Edition of the Book Festival of the 
MJCCA featured something for everyone
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 MJCCA News
PLAYGROUND DEDICATION. Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
(MJCCA) Schiff School pre-schoolers and 
staff, leaders from the MJCCA and Temple 
Emanu-El, parents, and community members 
gathered recently to officially dedicate the 
brand new playground generously gifted by 
Edwin Schiffer in memory of his late wife, 
Shirley.
 The event began with Cantor Lauren 
Adesnik singing songs with the children, 
followed by words from Schiff School 
Director Stephanie Lampert. She gave thanks 
to Ed for his generosity and involvement with 
the pre-school and encouraged the children 
to play and grow on their new playground. 
Unveiling the new playground’s sign, 
Stephanie revealed its name: Shirley’s Gan 

Katan (Shirley’s Little Garden).
 Rabbi Spike Anderson movingly 
remembered Shirley and likened the new 
playground to a Jewish sacred ground that pre-

Edwin Schiffer and Stephanie Lampert

Schiff School pre-schoolers Rabbis Max and Rachael Miller
schoolers could enjoy for years to come.
 Jared Powers gave thanks to Ed and 
expressed his gratitude to the wonderful 
partnership between the MJCCA and Temple 
Emanu-El.
 Ed thanked his late wife for her passion 
and dedication to children and for building 
the school 25 years ago. He remarked on how 
seeing it thrive is very meaningful to him and 
that he knew Shirley was smiling down on the 

morning’s event. He then cut the ribbon on the 
new playground.
 Rabbis Max and Rachael Miller 
concluded the program with their own written 
blessings, and then Cantor Lauren led the 
children in Shabbat prayers. Finally the 
playground gate was opened, and the children 
ran out cheering and excited to play and cool 
off with King of Pops treats.

By Stan M. Lefco

 April 13 was just another day on the 
calendar. It had no significance. Most dates 
have no relevance or importance except 
birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, or some 
memorable event. As life marches on, dates 
of note are added to the mix and some are 
deleted in the ebb and flow.
 It was not until my acceptance to the 
University of Virginia (UVA), walking its 
hallowed columns, appreciating the grandeur 
of the Lawn, the educational component, 
and the general experiences of college life 
(fraternity, sports, parties, friends, etc.), that 
the date took on meaning. But it was a process 
that evolved over time and became more 
important and meaningful as the years passed, 
after I graduated, and could say I had achieved 
that distinct honor as penned in James Hay, 
Jr.’s poem, The Honor Men: “I have worn the 
honors of Honors. I graduated from Virginia.” 
I acknowledge my days at Virginia were those 
when it was, for all purposes, all men, and we 
wore coat and tie. Times have changed.
 Yes, the date. It is the birth date of the 
founder of the university, Thomas Jefferson: 
April 13, 1743. He is a controversial figure to 
say the least. He is flawed, but I found and find 
him fascinating, amazing, and provocative. He 
seems to have had an opinion on everything 
and anything. His interests and talents were 
boundless. I wonder if there is anyone in 
history more often quoted. Hank Burchard, 
a Washington Post reporter, described him as 
“our polymath Founding Father.”
 As I became more settled and life became 
more routine and patterned, I began reading 
about Mr. Jefferson. I read articles. I read 
Jon Meacham’s book, Thomas Jefferson: The 
Art of Power. I read Joseph J. Ellis’s books, 
American Sphinx: The Character of Thomas 
Jefferson and Founding Brothers. I readily 
confess that volumes have been written about 
this perplexing personality. I have not even 
touched the surface. 
 I felt Jefferson’s position on slavery had 
been distorted, particularly when present-day 
standards were used to judge him. Gordon 
Wood, a Pulitzer Prize-winning historian from 

Brown University, argued that, “He was a man 
of his time. Let’s not ask him to be something 
that he wasn’t.” So I read a host of articles on 
this one topic and ended up writing an article 
about him and slavery, concluding that I could 
not do justice to him or the subject in a few 
pages. My admiration was not diminished 
while I accepted his limitations. 
 In 1943, the Jefferson Memorial was 
dedicated on the 200th anniversary of his 
birth. On April 13, 1976, the $2 bill was re-
introduced as a Federal Reserve note as part of 
the USA’s Bicentennial celebration. Notably, 
the picture on the note is Thomas Jefferson. 
 On April 13, 1965, the Beatles song, 
Help was released: “Help, I need somebody, 
Help, not just anybody….”
 The university and the Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation at Monticello (monticello.org/
site/about/thomas-jefferson-foundation) join 
together to present the Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation Medals on his birthday to 
recognize achievements of those who embrace 
endeavors in which Jefferson, author of the 
Declaration of Independence and the third U.S. 
president, excelled and held in high regard. 
The Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medals in 
Architecture, Law, Citizen Leadership, and 
Global Innovation are the highest external 
honors bestowed by the university. It does not 
award honorary degrees. The university plants 
a tree in celebration of a member of the UVA 
community who has made significant, lasting 
contributions to university life. Other events 
include volunteering in one’s community.
 All these worked in making April 13 a 
meaningful day for me. I celebrated, if in no 
other manner, than by recalling the words and 
wisdom of Mr. Jefferson, the great institution 
he founded, my days in Charlottesville, and 
the impact it has had on my life since.
 My first cousin, the daughter of my 
uncle, my mother’s brother, was born on April 
13. For many years and to the present, I have 
teased her about sharing her birthday with 
Jefferson. She should be honored. 
 Yet, April 13 has not always been marked 
by happy events. In 2014, a gunman killed 
three people at the Jewish Community Center 
of Greater Kansas City, in Overland Park, and 

the Village Shalom Retirement Community 
Center, in Leawood, Kansas.
 It was on this day in 1945 that the US 
Army brought the citizens of Weimar, 
Germany, to Buchenwald, the infamous 
concentration camp, so they could witness 
the atrocities the Nazis had committed. In his 
book, KL: A History of the Nazi Concentration 
Camps, Nikolaus Wachsmann describes a 
day in Buchenwald: “Food was only handed 
out at irregular intervals … persistent water 
shortages caused terrible dehydration … men 
could not wash … stench became unbearable 
… prisoners suffered from infections, 
including frozen limbs….” This camp was 
one of several in which my father was a 
prisoner.
 I recently heard that the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington was 
organizing an Atlanta mission to the museum, 
including a special behind-the-scenes tour. My 
partner, who had never been to the museum, 
encouraged me to participate. I had visited 
the museum several times, so I was not that 
interested, but she persisted, so we both signed 
up for this mission. I also made arrangements 
to do a search on my parents’ and relatives’ 
experiences during the Holocaust. 

 To my surprise, we located my parents’ 
marriage certificate. I knew that they met 
after the war in a displaced-persons camp 
in Landsberg, Germany, and were married 
there before they immigrated to the U.S. 
Yet I never recalled them ever celebrating 
their anniversary nor ever mentioning the 
date of their marriage. And here it was! The 
heiratsurkunde. I stared at it somewhat in 
disbelief. My parents, of blessed memory, 
were married on April 13, 1946.
 The U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
and the Jefferson Memorial are an 11-minute 
walk from one another. On the north portico 
of the memorial are these words of Jefferson:
 “Almighty God hath created the mind 
free. All attempts to influence it by temporal 
punishments or burthens ... are a departure 
from the plan of the Holy Author of our 
religion.... No man shall be compelled to 
frequent or support religious worship or 
ministry or shall otherwise suffer on account 
of his religious opinions or belief, but all men 
shall be free to profess and by argument to 
maintain their opinions in matters of religion. 
I know but one code of morality for men 
whether acting singly or collectively.”
 And so, I have come full circle.

April 13

University of Virginia (photo Sanjay Suchak)
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 Next year, 2020, marks the 20th 
anniversary of the Atlanta Jewish Film 
Festival (AJFF), which has since expanded 
to become the city’s largest film festival 
and among the largest festivals of its kind 
worldwide. The inaugural edition of the 
festival welcomed some 1,900+ filmgoers, 
and the organization has been entertaining 
audiences and fostering community dialogue 
ever since. The milestone anniversary edition 
of AJFF takes place Monday, February 
10, through Thursday, February 27, 2020, 
featuring a diverse collection of exceptional 
international and independent cinema.
 “It is a particularly exciting time for 
AJFF as we approach our 20th anniversary,” 
says Kenny Blank, executive director of 
AJFF. “While we reflect on the tremendous 
growth of two decades, we look forward 
to celebrating the occasion with another 
stellar lineup of cinematic stories otherwise 
unavailable to Atlanta audiences. Equally 

important, this is a special opportunity 
for AJFF to say ‘thank you’ to the many 
supporters, volunteers, and audiences who 
have been with us on this journey and 
share in the festival’s success.”
 Founded in 2000 by the 
Atlanta Regional Office 
of American Jewish 
Committee (AJC), 
AJFF established itself 
as a 501(c)3 non-profit 
and independent arts 
organization in 2014. 
The festival has since 
introduced year-round 
programming, including 
AJFF Selects, AJFF On 
Campus, Cinebash, the 
Icon Award, and more. Serving 
some 40,000+ moviegoers yearly, 
AJFF uses the power of film to entertain, 
engage, educate, and foster dialogue and 

The Atlanta Jewish Film Festival celebrates 20 years
understanding amongst audiences of all 
faiths, backgrounds, and ages.
 To date, the annual festival has 

welcomed a combined total of 
385,500+ film enthusiasts, 

with notable guests 
including Judd Hirsch, 

Jennifer Westfeldt, 
Rosanna Arquette, 
Josh Lucas, 
Theodore Bikel, 
Peter Riegert, 
Jasmine Guy, 
Gilbert Gottfried, 
and many more. 

Among the nearly 
1,000 films screened, 

many are Oscar nominees 
and national-cinema-award 

winners. In its 20-year history, 
AJFF has proudly presented 35 world 

premieres, as well as international features 

from more than 60 countries, including 
Israel, Algeria, Cambodia, Tunisia, and 
Ghana.
 The 2020 AJFF opens at the Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre before 
expanding to multiple metro-area venues 
across 18 days. In addition to popular 
venues UA Tara Cinemas, Regal Perimeter 
Pointe, and the Sandy Springs Performing 
Arts Center, AJFF will add two new in-town 
locations in 2020 at the Landmark Theatres 
Midtown Art Cinema and the Plaza Theatre. 
The Woodruff Arts Center once again hosts 
Young Professionals Night of the festival.
 The full film line-up and official 
schedule will be announced on Friday, 
January 10, and tickets will go on sale via 
AJFF.org beginning Monday, January 27.
 For more information about the annual 
festival and other AJFF year-round programs, 
visit AJFF.org, and stay connected via social 
media on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram.

 This is the 15th year that The Davis 
Academy’s eighth-grade U.S. history class 
dressed in full costume to re-enact the 
Second Continental Congress. Under the 
direction of George Washington (played by 

U.S. history teacher Matt Barry), students 
took on the personas of the 56 original 
delegates and chief American revolutionists 
representing the 13 original colonies, such 
as Benjamin Franklin, Button Gwinnett, 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Samuel 
Adams. 
 While assuming their roles, eighth-
graders brought history to life as they 
debated the same topics our Founding 
Fathers discussed during the historic 
meeting from 1775-76, such as taxation, 
military actions, and, of course, whether 
to pursue independence from Great 
Britain. During the re-enactment, students 
proudly argued their opinions, taking 

the information they’ve learned in their 
American Revolution unit and applying it to 
their debates. After the colonies voted and 
decided to pursue independence from Great 
Britain, the three-hour event concluded with 

the writing and signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, which students drafted 
themselves, advocating for what their 
character would want incorporated into the 
document. 
 “Personally, my favorite part of the 
Second Continental Congress is seeing 
the students dressed up as their delegates 
and arguing their opinions on the posed 
question, ‘Should the 13 colonies remain 
loyal to Great Britain?’” said Mr. Barry. 
“Some of them get into it in such a serious 
manner that it almost feels like they’ve 
channeled the hearts and minds of the actual 
delegates from 1776!”
 While students re-enact the historic 

events that took place in 1775, a touch of 
21st-century learning is brought to The 
Davis Academy’s very own Carpenter’s 
Hall. Mr. Barry posts on Twitter and 
Instagram about the ongoing events of 
the Congress as it progresses, addressing 
the questions posed to him throughout the 
meeting by colleagues and U.S. history 
classes across the nation.
 In preparation for the Second 
Continental Congress, eighth-graders read 
more than 30 pages about the American 
Revolution, analyzed more than 10 political 
cartoons, and watched some of HBO’s 
John Adams series. This gave them a feel 
for what the 13 colonies experienced in 

the 1760s-1770s, and they saw how the 
American Revolution led to the Second 
Continental Congress meeting and 
ultimately the writing of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 Through interactive, student-centric 
curricula, such as the re-enactment of the 
Second Continental Congress, students 
build skills in collaboration, enhance their 
leadership abilities, and deepen their self-
confidence as they present their ideas in 
front of others. The Davis Academy offers an 
array of educational experiences that further 
equip its students with these valuable tools, 
readying them for high school, college, and 
beyond.

Davis Academy students bring history to life

At The Davis Academy’s Second Continental Congress: (from left, seated) 
Jordan Frank and Jake Miller, and (standing) Avi Frank and Aiden Kramer

Matt Barry (from left), Sydney Gold, and Avi Frank
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Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account 
you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes  bur-
den from family, and fixes most funeral costs 
 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999   
 

www.DresslerJewishFunerals.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 

Happy Hanukkah from 
The Epstein School

335 COLEWOOD WAY NW | SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956 | EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG
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To schedule a personal tour, please contact Leslee Morris                                                                         
at lmorris@torahday.org or call 404.982.0800 x100  

1985 LaVista Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30329  torahday.org 

 

T D S A  W i s h e s  t h e  At l a n t a  J e w i s h  Co m m u n i t y                   
a  M i ra c u lo u s  a n d  Wo n d ro u s  C h a n u k a h  

Where  Ea ch  and  Ev e ry  S tu den t                  
A C H I E V E S    L E A D S    B E LO N G S    I N S P I R E S  

Building the Jewish Future                                           
One Student at a Time 

FROMChanukahHappy

For events and more information, visit: the-temple.org/chanukah
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Tires Have a New HomeTires Have a New Home

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Most cars and non-commercial light trucks. 
TPMS reset not included. 

Repairs within RMA Guidelines. See Store for Details.
Valid at participating locations.

Free Tire Repair
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 Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta 
(Federation) is pursuing its highest-
ever fundraising goal for the non-profit 
organization’s 2020 Community Campaign, 
as it seeks to raise $20 million.
 The Community Campaign supports 
essential services in Atlanta that ensure 
Jews and their loved ones have access to a 
warm Jewish community, timeless Jewish 
wisdom, global Jewish peoplehood, and 
Jewish ways to do good in the world. 
 The 2020 Campaign is already off 
to a promising start. Since the Campaign 
officially opened on September 3, 
Federation has already achieved nearly 25 
percent of its goal. An anonymous donor 
matched donations of any new or increased 
gifts to the Partners Fund up to $100,000, 
which was quickly met.
 “By participating in the Community 
Campaign, our community receives the 
satisfaction of supporting something bigger 
than ourselves,” says Eric Robbins, CEO, 

Federation. “The 
Campaign ensures 
that our community 
has the resources it 
needs each year to 
continue offering 
a sense of security 
and belonging, 
confidence and 
community, identity, 
and meaning.”

 Each fall, Federation opens its 
Community Campaign to provide three 
philanthropic opportunities that awaken the 
potential in Atlanta’s Jewish community:
 Partners Fund — The Partners Fund 
reflects Federation’s founding principle, 
which has endured for more than 100 years 
and is just as necessary and relevant today in 
our ever-evolving community as it has ever 
been. This impactful gift supports dozens 
of organizations that assist the Jewish 
community in Atlanta, Israel, and around 

the world, enabling Federation to continue 
to provide the programs and services Jewish 
Atlantans and their loved ones depend on. 
 Targeted Philanthropy — Targeted 
philanthropy opportunities let donors 
support new and well-established priority 
projects. Successful existing priority 
programs include Federation’s PJ Library 
for children and young families and Jewish 
overnight camping scholarship programs 
for kids. New this year is AgeWell Atlanta, 
a collaborative partnership that helps 
older adults and caregivers find guidance, 
information, and resources to navigate the 
aging process.
 Jewish Innovation Fund — The 
Innovation Initiative helps position Atlanta 
as a national center of Jewish innovation. 
By supporting talented Jewish visionaries 
who are creating new models within existing 
organizations and those who are launching 
start-ups, donor investments facilitate the 
incubation of Jewish ideas through grants, 

immersive skill-building experiences, 
coaching, and strategic support, helping 
make a difference in real community needs.
 “Every investment in Federation 
brings Jewish possibilities to life in infinite 
ways, near and far,” says Beth A. Warner, 

chief philanthropy 
officer, Federation. 
“We spark a sense 
of renewed purpose 
through serving 
others. As we enjoy 
this holiday season 
of traditions, family, 
and community, 
we’re pleased to 
introduce another 

way for families to serve together and grow 
closer through shared philanthropy.”
 Visit jewishatlanta.org/makeadonation/ 
to make a donation. 

Community Campaign reaching its ambitious goal

Beth A. Warner

Eric Robbins

CELEBRATING ETTA RAYE HIRSCH. 
Etta Raye Hirsch, a long-time supporter 
of Atlanta’s Jewish community, has been 
named the 2019 Philanthropist of the Year 
by the Atlanta Chapter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals. 
 Hirsch was honored at the 
organization’s National Philanthropy Day 
Awards Luncheon on November 7, in the 
Oceans Ballroom at the Georgia Aquarium. 
Federation nominated Hirsch for the 
recognition. 
 “We are so grateful for Etta Raye’s 
generosity and commitment as a major 
donor to Federation and our local and global 
Jewish community for the past 34 years,” 

says Eric Robbins, 
CEO, Federation. 
“She is well known 
to many of us in 
Atlanta, both for 
philanthropy and 
for a life lived at 
an exceptionally 
high level of 
m e n s c h l i c h k e i t 
(humanity). It was 
an honor for us 

to nominate her for this well-deserved 
recognition.”
 Born to Jewish immigrants, Etta Raye 
Hirsch grew up in Pulaski, Tennessee, a 
small town of 5,000, also known as the 
birthplace of the Ku Klux Klan. The family 
had to travel up to an hour to Nashville 
just to connect with other Jewish people. 
Deepening her Jewish heritage was such 
an integral part of her upbringing that her 
philanthropic foundation is called the Henry 
and Etta Raye Hirsch Heritage Foundation.
 “Etta Raye is a giver through and 
through,” says Beth A. Warner, chief 
philanthropy officer, Federation. “By our 

count, she supports at least 45 different 
Jewish causes. Her holistic concept of 
Jewish Peoplehood means that the entire 
community is supported, not just one 
segment.”
 Since the creation of the Henry and Etta 
Raye Hirsch Heritage Foundation, Hirsch 
has donated more than $2 million in annual 
gifts to the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta. She has also contributed toward 
projects that build future resources, such 
as the Atlanta Jewish Foundation’s Family 
Philanthropy Initiative.
 As a steward of the Jewish community, 
she engages in projects that build future 
resources including LIFE & LEGACY 
and Atlanta Jewish Foundation’s Family 
Philanthropy initiative. She also has 
served on several boards, including the 
Atlanta Women’s Foundation, Jewish 
Women’s Fund of Atlanta, Jewish Home 
Life Communities, Atlanta Scholars Kollel, 
Temima High School for Girls, the Epstein 
School, and Congregation Beth Jacob.
 “According to her friends, on any 
given day Etta Raye’s car is stockpiled 
with items ready to be delivered to people 
in need, including clothing for The Drake 
House’s re-sale shop, paper towels for The 
Community Action Center, non-perishable 
food for Jewish Family & Career Services’ 
food pantry, and art supplies for Creating 
Connected Communities,” continues 
Warner. “We’re thankful that the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals has seen her 
generosity, as well, and chosen to give Mrs. 
Hirsch this honor.”

BOLSTERING SAFETY AND SECURITY. 
To better protect Atlantans who attend 
area synagogues, day schools, and other 
facilities, Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta has established a new partnership 

with Secure Community Network (SCN) to 
manage its security programs.
 SCN, made up of current and former 
law enforcement, security, and military 
experts, is the official safety and security 
organization of the American Jewish 
community. Through information and 
intelligence sharing, security assessments 
of organizations and facilities, training, 
consultation, and incident response, 
SCN works to ensure the safety, security, 
empowerment, and resiliency of the Jewish 
people.
 “We are proud to partner with SCN 
in advancing our communal security and 
safety,” says Eric Robbins, CEO, Federation. 
“The Atlanta community will undoubtedly 
benefit from SCN’s proven expertise.” 
The Atlanta Jewish community has always 
placed a high priority on security and 
safety. Federation was the first community 
nationwide to hire a director of community-
wide security in 2001. Zach Williams, who is 
currently the deputy director of community-
wide security at Federation, will be a critical 
part of the SCN partnership.
 Williams, who majored in political 
science and military science at Georgia 
Southern University, joined Federation in 
early 2019. He was previously with Georgia 
Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security Agency, serving as the Homeland 
Security coordinator for metro Atlanta. Prior 
to this role, he served with the Hapeville 

Police Department and the Georgia Army 
National Guard that deployed to Afghanistan 
and other U.S. locations.
 “It’s an honor to protect the Jewish 

c o m m u n i t y , ” 
says Williams. 
“I look forward 
to the increased 
resources through 
our partnership with 
SCN to make sure 
our Jewish places are 
secure, so that more 
people can enjoy 
warm, welcoming 
community, and 

Jewish traditions.”
 Federation and SCN will work together 
to hire a director of community-wide 
security to work directly with Williams and 
oversee the Federation security program, 
addressing security issues facing the Jewish 
community. Michael Masters, CEO of SCN, 
said, “It’s critical to increase the safety and 
security of the Jewish community, given the 
threats we regularly face. The partnership 
provides a professional security operation to 
the Atlanta community that is rooted in best 
practice and keenly aware of and responsive 
to the needs of the Jewish community. We 
are honored to partner with Federation 
and look forward to working with them on 
enhancing the safety and security of the 
places attended by the Atlanta community.”

 Federation News

Etta Raye Hirsch

Zach Williams
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 JF&CS News
CHANGING LIVES ONE SMILE AT A 
TIME. The Ben Massell Dental Clinic (the 
Clinic), a service of Jewish Family & Career 
Services of Atlanta (JF&CS), is the oldest 
charitable health-care clinic in the U.S. and 
the only free clinic of its kind in Atlanta. 
The Clinic is made possible by the work of 
more than 150 volunteer dentists. It is the 
only resource for comprehensive, quality 
dental care available at no cost to those who 
qualify, and who cannot otherwise access 
care.
 “The Ben Massell Dental Clinic is 
doing amazing work serving more than 
3,000 individuals last year alone,” said 
JF&CS CEO Terri Bonoff. “But there is 
an incredible demand for these services, 
specifically for increasing access to the 
clinic with weekend and evening hours 
for those who otherwise utilize emergency 
rooms. We need more resources, money, 
and volunteer dentists to make that happen.” 
 Volunteer dentists and hygienists 
from some of the best dental offices across 
Atlanta spend half a day a month at the 
Clinic, donating their time and services to 
grateful patients. The Clinic has generations 
of volunteers whose children and 
grandchildren followed in their footsteps 
both in dentistry and in volunteering to 
provide care to those who need it. The 
Clinic is funded by donations from private 
donors, foundations, and the United Way of 
Greater Atlanta.
 Since 1911, the Clinic has been 
committed to helping people have a 
better quality of life. Services offered 
include exams, X-rays, cleanings, fillings, 
extractions, root canals, gum therapy, 
dentures, and crowns. The Clinic provides 
more than 20,000 procedures a year, 
offering the community an estimated market 
value of $4,000,000 in free care. The Clinic 
also provides crucial assistance for those 
experiencing poverty, homelessness, and/
or drug abuse. Through its partners, such 
as Mercy Care and The Lighthouse, the 
Clinic offers access to health screenings 
and care for heart disease, high blood 
pressure, diabetes, eye exams, and glasses. 
Additionally, the Clinic offers mental health 
therapy on-site and refers patients to other 
JF&CS services.
 “Every day, local emergency rooms see 
dozens of non-critical patients complaining 
of oral pain,” said Keith Kirshner, Managing 
Director of the Clinic. “The Clinic helps 
fulfill a large need, but there is so much 
more we can do. With additional funding, 
more volunteer dentists, and more corporate 
sponsors we could reach many more patients 
that are in pain.”
 As a premier teaching facility, the 
Clinic serves as one of the most advanced 
dental training centers in the country for 
those entering dental careers. It is one of the 
top five charity dental clinics in the nation 
and embodies a living showroom with the 
latest equipment and supplies. The Clinic 
relies on generous corporate sponsors to 

donate top-quality equipment. In return, that 
equipment is seen and used by the volunteer 
dentists and emerging dental professionals, 
and often they bring their own into their 
own offices after using it at the Clinic.
 “We are a national model and have 
helped other clinics grow all around the 
U.S., including two in Canada,” said 
Kirshner. “Access to quality dental care is 
critical to achieving and maintaining overall 
wellness, yet it’s not covered by the ACA, 
Medicaid, or Medicare. It’s also difficult 
for our veterans to access care. That’s why 
Atlanta needs a place like Ben Massell 
Dental Clinic. It’s truly a vital resource to 
thousands in our community.”
 Visit jfcsatl.org/bmdc for more 
information or to support the Ben Massell 
Dental Clinic.

A volunteer dentist treats one of the 
more than 3,000 individuals served 
by Ben Massell Dental Clinic in 
Atlanta annually.

MIZTVAH DAY. On a beautiful Sunday in 
October, more than 210 energetic volunteers 
registered to help out for Mitzvah Day 
JF&CS. Mitzvah Day co-Chairs Allison 
Lerer and Michael Jacobs, and their 
committee helped secure projects from 
Alpharetta to Downtown Atlanta.
 Together they packed 250 meals, 
cleared 54 square acres of land for planting, 
harvested 15 pounds of produce, built 72 
dental kits for the Ben Massell Dental Clinic, 
comforted kittens, shopped for the Kosher 
Food Pantry, planted flowers at a park, 
painted a house, planted trees, played games 
with seniors, made Sukkot decorations with 
children, and more. Their support, hard 
work, and enthusiastic participation made 
this a meaningful day.
 One impactful testimonial from the 
event came from Matt Gross, who shared 
what it meant to work on a HouseProud 
project.
 “There were seven of us that 
participated in the event at HouseProud. 
We painted the outside of a home for a 
woman in the Peoplestown neighborhood of 
Atlanta. Years ago, she was left this home 
by her parents, who once had resided in it. 
As the years went on, she became sick and 
disabled, causing her to have to move in 
with family across the street. Her home that 
she inherited became uninhabitable due to 
the repairs that it needed. Because this was 
no longer her primary residence, she was 

no longer able to qualify for the homestead 
exemption for property taxes. Her property 
taxes ballooned, and her only income was 
derived from disability. She found it very 
hard to keep up with the payments. The 
neighborhood was quickly gentrifying; and 
many developers were also looking to buy 
this home, which had been in her family for 
many years.
 “The first step in the process to help 
her save her home was to paint the outside. 
Each of the volunteers took a section of the 
home and was able to get most of it complete 
within a few hours. While there is still much 
work to be done, the home looks much more 
presentable and will shortly become a place 
of residence, allowing organizations such as 
HouseProud to use their dollars (as opposed 
to just volunteer hours) on the inside of the 
home. This will reduce the property taxes as 
they had been prior.”
 Mitzvah Day participants finished the 
evening at Big Sky Buckhead to celebrate a 
special day.
 To find out more about JF&CS volunteer 
opportunities, contact Deena at dtakata@
jfcsatl.org or visit jfcsatl.org/volunteer.

Gardening and clean up at the 
Murphy Candler Park Conservatory

HouseProud Atlanta painted a home 
exterior

Cleaning, organizing, and playing 
with pets at PAWS Atlanta

Volunteers cleared 54 square acres 
of land for planting and harvested 15 
lbs of produce at Concrete Jungle

SAVE THE DATE. Jewish Family & 
Career Services’ 31st Annual Havinagala, 
benefits PAL, Atlanta’s only Jewish Big 
Brother/Big Sister program. Join more 
than 400 young professionals at the largest 
Jewish young adult fundraiser in Atlanta on 
January 25, 6:30-9:30 p.m., at SweetWater 
Brewing Company, 195 Ottley Drive NE, 
30324. Enjoy beer, wine, signature drinks, 
mocktails, dinner, silent auction raffles, and 
more. Visit Havinagala.org for tickets and 
details.

JF&CS Young Professionals helped 
Holocaust survivors and staff plant 
1000 daffodil bulbs for The Daffodil 
Project in the JF&CS Remembrance 
Garden. The Daffodil Project aims to 
plant 1.5 million daffodils worldwide 
in memory of the 1.5 million children 
who perished in the Holocaust. 
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By Jonathan Barach

ACOUSTIC SHABBAT CAFÉ. Join Rabbi 
Glusman, Drew Cohen, and local musicians 
for an evening of soulful music and Shabbat 
prayers on Friday, December 6, 7:00 p.m., 
at Alon’s Bakery & Market, 4505 Ashford 
Dunwoody Road, Dunwoody. People of all 
faiths and backgrounds are welcome; food 
and drinks are available for purchase. This 
interactive Shabbat-themed experience is 
sponsored by the MJCCA, Atlanta Jewish 
Music Festival, and The Weber School. This 
event is free and open to all. For information, 
contact Rabbi Glusman at rabbi.glusman@
atlantajcc.org or 678-812-4161. 

SEE WHERE THE MAGIC OF SUMMER 
HAPPENS. Join the MJCCA Day Camps 
tour on Sunday, December 8, 10:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m., at MJCCA at Zaban Park. 
Whether you want to visit camp for the 
first time or want your children to get re-
acquainted before the summer starts, a 
tour with MJCCA camp directors is a great 
opportunity to learn about camp and ask 
questions. Come prepared with comfortable 
shoes and camp questions. RSVP at 
mjccadaycamps.org/tours.

LUNCH ‘N LEARN. All are invited to 
join Rabbi Josh Heller for a lively class 
and discussion at MJCCA at Zaban Park, 

December 12, 12:00 noon-1:00 p.m. The 
Lunch ‘N Learn series features various 
Atlanta rabbis who share unique perspectives 
on topics of their choice. Guests may bring 
lunch or purchase food from A Healthy 
Touch kosher café. This event is free and 
open to the adult community. For more 
information, contact Rabbi Glusman at 
rabbi.glusman@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-
4161. 

LETS MAKE A MENORAH. Why buy a 
new menorah when you can build one out 
of LEGO bricks? Bring the kids for a family 
LEGO menorah workshop on Sunday, 
December 8, 3:00-4:00 p.m., at MJCCA’s 
art studio, at Zaban Park. Children will 
receive step-by-step instructions. The cost is 
members/$20, non-members/$25. For more 
information, contact Howard Schreiber at 
howard.schreiber@atlantajcc.org or 678-
812-3993. 

SUNDAY SUPPERS WITH CHEF 
HOWARD FOR HANUKKAH. On 
Sunday, December 15, 4:00-6:00 p.m., at 
MJCCA at Zaban Park, Chef Howard will 
guide participants though a complete meal 
from start to finish. Once everything is 
prepared, everyone will sit down together 
and eat as one big family. The menu is: 
latkes three ways, Greek salad, roasted 
broccoli, and Hanukkah cookies. The cost 

is members/$20; non-members/$25. For 
more information, contact Howard Schreiber 
at howard.schreiber@atlantajcc.org or 678-
812-3993. 

SROCHI SUNDAY — HANUKKAH 
EDITION. Families in the community are 
invited on Sunday, December 15, 10:30 a.m.-
12:00 noon, for a Hanukkah themed Srochi 
Sunday, along with the PJ Library, at MJCCA 
at Zaban Park. The cost is members/free; non-
members/$3. Contact Jana Kogon at jana.
kogon@atlantajcc.org for more information.

HANUKKAH WITH THE HAWKS. Have a 
blast on Thursday, December 19, 6:30-10:00 
p.m., at State Farm Arena, Atlanta, for a night 
of festivities at the Hawks game. Tickets 
include a $10 food voucher and guaranteed 
fun with your friends. The first 15 registrants 
who are/were Maccabi athletes will be 
invited to participate in an exclusive Hawks/
Maccabi experience. The cost is $30, and the 
event is open to the community. For more 
information, contact Carissa Mindt at carissa.
mindt@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-4034.

HANUKKAH HOOPS. Teens in grades 11 
and 12 and college freshmen and sophomores 
are invited to participate in the Hanukkah 
Hoops 3v3 tournament, December 21, 9:00 
a.m.-4:00 p.m., at MJCCA at Zaban Park. Do 
you have a team that could go all the way? 

The team fee is $150, and the tournament is 
open to the community. For more information, 
contact Carissa Mindt at carissa.mindt@
atlantajcc.org or 678-812-4034.

FAMILY FUN DAY. On December 25, enjoy 
a day of family fun at MJCCA at Zaban Park. 
Activities will include inflatables and push 
toys, crafts, community service projects, 
open swim in the indoor pool, basketball 
competitions, family-friendly movies, 
music, and more. Food will be available for 
purchase. The event is free and open to the 
community. For more information, contact 
Ilana Schlam at ilana.schlam@atlantajcc.org 
or 678-812-3727.

TORCH GALA. The 30th Annual Torch Gala 
will take place Saturday, February 1, 2020, 
6:30 p.m., at the InterContinental Buckhead 
Atlanta. Emory Gastroenterologist Tanvi 
Dhere, MD, community leader Jodi Berman 
Sonenshine, and Atlanta-based STONE 
Resource Group will be honored with the 
Premier Physician, Elvin C. Price Volunteer 
of the Year, and Corporate Citizen of the 
Year awards for their efforts in support of 
the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation. For more 
information on how to get involved with the 
Torch Gala, visit crohnscolitisfoundation.
org/torchgala2020 or contact Shannon 
Primm, at 404-982-0616 or sprimm@
crohnscolitisfoundation.org. 

 Thought you’d like to know

JSU HIGH HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS. 
An astounding 1,400 Great Atlanta Jewish 
teens took part in the Jewish Student Union’s 
(JSU) High Holiday celebrations. The 
events, led by JSU Founder and Executive 
Director Rabbi Chaim Neiditch, succeeded 
in reaching more than 1,000 completely 
unaffiliated Jews.
 For a sizable percentage of the attendees, 
it was the first time that they had learned 
the significance of Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur, the holiest days on the Jewish 
calendar. For some, it also represented their 
only High Holiday observance this year.
 Among the other uniquely Jewish 
concepts discussed during the educational 
sessions was the idea of tshuva (making 

 JSU News

amends). The Hebrew word tshuva also 
means “returning,” which took on an 
especially poignant significance with so 
many Jewish teens “returning to their roots” 
for the first time.
 Beyond the educational portion of 
the events, JSU teens also sweetened their 
experiences by dipping apples into honey 
to mark the New Year. Many also dipped 
apples into caramel and then coated their 
creations with M&M’s and Rolos. 

EXPERIENCING SUKKOT WITH JSU. 
Sukkot, the Festival of Booths, is also 
known as zman simchateinu (the period of 
our happiness). In the immediate wake of the 
High Holiday season, Sukkot brings with it 
fascinating customs and observances. More 

than 1,000 JSU teens at a dozen Atlanta-area 
high schools took part in Sukkot-themed 
educational programs, led by Rabbi Chaim 
Neiditch.
 During the hands-on sessions, Rabbi 
Neiditch explained the meaning of the four 
species, lulav, etrog, hadas, and arava, 
why they’re shaken in all directions, and 
the underlying significance of building the 
sukkah itself as a temporary dwelling during 
the holiday period.
 Aside from reviewing the Biblical 
sources underlying each of the Sukkot 
rituals, there was a sweet component to each 
of the gatherings, as the teens built their own 
sukkahs out of gingerbread and decorated 
them with all manner of sweets, including 
M&M’s, jelly beans, marshmallow fluff, 
and licorice.
 While the JSU activity represented 
the first time many of the teens engaged in 

any sort of Jewish observance over Sukkot, 
its impact was immediately obvious, as 
many of the participants asked to make the 
blessing on and shake the four species on 
the days of Chol HaMoed.Teens have a meaningful time 

bonding and learning about Rosh 
Hashanah in JSU.

Teens celebrate the high holidays in 
JSU.

Hundreds of teens unite in public 
high schools across Atlanta to 
celebrate Sukkot in JSU.

Teens have a blast celebrating 
Sukkot in JSU.

At JSU, teens learn about holiday 
traditions, including the arba minim 
(four species).
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  “Henri Dauman Looking Up: Iconic 
Photography that Defined the 20th Century” 
is on display at The Breman Museum 
through December 30. Henri Dauman’s 
photography documents some of the most 
important events and personalities of the 
20th century, from the Kennedys, Marilyn 
Monroe, and Elvis Presley to Buddhist 
priests in Vietnam and the Castro revolution. 
Dauman’s images capture the American 
experience during the ‘60s, ‘70s, and ‘80s. 
This Holocaust survivor and self-taught 
photographer produced iconic images for 
the covers of Time, Life Magazine, and 
various other publications. 
 Atlanta Celebrates Photography 
Executive Director Amy Miller recently 
said, “Henri Dauman’s photographs embody 
what we mean when we talk about the 
power of images. Because his life story is so 
extraordinary, it becomes easy to overlook 
the impact that his images had on our 
society. His photographs were documents 
that asserted the aesthetics of modern 
portraiture and delivered visual stories to 
an insatiable audience in the ‘60s, ‘70s, and 
‘80s. To look at these pictures now is to 
relive our own lives through the chronology 
of popular culture.”
 Born in France, Dauman was only nine 
when his father was taken by the Nazis to 
the Auschwitz concentration camp, where 
he died that same year. Dauman and his 
mother were in hiding for several years. His 
mother died when he was 14, leaving him 
an orphan. When Henri was 17, his uncle 
brought him to New York City, where he 
pursued his passion in photography. 
 Henri’s early fascination with film 
taught him how to tell a story. Without a 
formal photography education, Dauman 
started working for France-Amérique, 
and expanded his horizons to European 
publications Paris Match, Jours de France, 
Epoca, and Der Stern. Bigger American 
publications took note of Dauman’s work 
in these publications, and, in 1959, at the 
age of 26, he received the first of many 
assignments from Life magazine. His wide 
range of subjects included Brigitte Bardot, 
Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, Andy 
Warhol, John and Jacqueline Kennedy, 
Truman Capote, and Tennessee Williams. 
He also traveled internationally to bring 
the Castro revolution in Cuba and Buddhist 
protest in Vietnam to international media.
 No matter whom Dauman shot, an 
innately alluring aspect exists within 
his work. His sensitivity to his subjects 
allowed him to capture unguarded moments 
with precision and beauty. Artistically, 
he admits a debt to the visual language of 
cinema, and by closely observing cinematic 
techniques — sequences, short cuts, close-

ups, contrasting backlight — he created a 
powerful technical arsenal in which image, 
caption, and text became one. For Dauman, 
the layout of magazines often echoed the 
sequential efficiency of American films.
 Dauman’s poignant vision of the 
world around him was the driving force 
in his ability to tell the stories of socio-
political unease, shifting cultural values, 
and glimpses into the day-to-day life of 
the latter half of 20th-century America. His 
vision is that of a man whose life experience 
and subsequent triumph over many of life’s 
hurdles put him in a privileged position to 
tell the story of a multi-faceted American 
Dream.
 Dauman’s photographs have been 
exhibited at institutions such as the Tate 
Liverpool; the German Historical Museum, 
Berlin; the Museum of Modern Art, New 
York; the National Gallery of Canada; 
and the National Portrait Gallery, The 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
His “Manhattan Darkroom” exhibition of 
more than 200 prints has been shown at 
venues including the Palais d’Iéna in Paris 
(2014) and the Nicéphore-Niépce Museum 
of Photography in Chalon-sur-Saône (2017). 
His photographs were recently featured 
in Paris and at the KP Projects Gallery in 
Los Angeles, where they are available for 
purchase. 
 A feature-length documentary entitled 
Henri Dauman: Looking Up is currently 
screening at film festivals throughout the 
U.S. and Europe. 
 Inquiries about Duaman’s photographs 
can be directed to KP Projects Gallery, Los 
Angeles, at info@kpprojects.net or 323-
933-4408.

Exhibition featuring the iconic images of Henri Dauman continues at The Breman

Henri Dauman with multiple 
cameras (Photos: ©Henri Dauman/
daumanpictures.com / KP Projects 
Gallery)

Henri Dauman with prints

Jacqueline Kennedy campaigning 
with her husband on Broadway, 
NYC, 1960

Elvis Presley’s 25th birthday, 
Graceland, Tennessee, 1960

Henri Dauman on set with Brigitte Bardot, Spoleto, Italy, 1962
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 The Breman Museum, Weinberg Center 
for Holocaust Education, and community 
partner Eternal Life-Hemshech present 
BEARING WITNESS: Remarkable Stories 
from The Holocaust, an ongoing series of 
talks by Holocaust survivors.
 The series presents Holocaust 
testimony by survivors who are also Atlanta 
residents. Their words rise above hatred 
and retribution to speak about the strength 
and will that enabled them to survive. “This 
really is what Bearing Witness is about — 
the resilience that victims of the Holocaust 
used to transcend their experiences,” said 
Leslie Gordon, executive director of the 
William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum 
(The Breman). “These survivors are your 
neighbors. You will be surprised to hear their 
stories.”
 Ms. Gordon continued, “We want to 
make sure the present generation has the 
opportunity to hear these remarkable people. 
It’s one thing to read about the Holocaust 
in a book or see a movie. It’s a completely 
different experience to hear someone tell 
you ‘this happened to me.’ The stories are 
mesmerizing, and access to these speakers 
becomes rarer by the day.”
 The Breman’s Bearing Witness program, 
now in its 11th year, has been building 
a loyal audience. Each year attendance 
increases, attracting a broader audience 

representing Atlantans of all backgrounds. A 
barrier for many to hear this live testimony 
from the Holocaust has been the price of 
admission. A generous grant from the Sara 
Giles Moore Foundation allows everyone 
to hear these stories first-hand at no cost. 
Everyone is invited to take advantage of this 
free offering, because it is vitally important 
to share the stories as the witness generation 
is rapidly diminishing.
 Upcoming 2019 programs will feature 
George Rishfeld (Poland), November 17, 
at 2:00 p.m., and Murray Lynn (Hungary), 
December 8, at 2:00 p.m. Spring 2020 
Bearing Witness programs are scheduled for 
January 12, February 9, and March 15.
 Each program includes a free, guided 
group tour of the Holocaust Gallery at the 
Breman Museum begins at 12:30 p.m. The 
Bearing Witness program begins at 2:00 
p.m. Speakers present their story and answer 
questions from the audience, ending at 
approximately 3:30 p.m. Seating is limited; 
it is advised to arrive early to get a seat.
 The Breman is located at 1440 Spring 
Street. Free parking is available at the 
museum (with overflow parking available 
at The John Marshall Law School on 18th 
between W. Peachtree and Spring). For 
current program information or to be added 
to the e-mail list, visit thebreman.org. 

Holocaust survivors tell their remarkable stories at The Breman Museum

George Rishfeld (Poland) Murray Lynn (Hungary)
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 JScreen, a national at-home genetic 
screening program based out of Emory 
University School of Medicine’s Department 
of Human Genetics, has an immediate 
opportunity to participate in a research 
initiative focused on BRCA screening for 
cancer risk for metro Atlanta-area men and 
women with Ashkenazi (Eastern or Central 
European) Jewish background. More than 
400 people are already enrolled in the 
study, with 100 available spots remaining. 

The research is conducted in partnership 
with the Winship Cancer Institute of Emory 
University.
 The PEACH (Program for Evaluation 
of Ashkenazi Cancer Heritability) BRCA 
Study provides free genetic screening for 
men and women with Ashkenazi Jewish 
background who do not have a personal 
or close family history of BRCA-related 
cancers but are at increased risk for carrying 
a BRCA mutation based on their ancestry. 

A person who tests positive for a BRCA 
mutation is at significantly higher risk for 
developing certain cancers, including breast, 
ovarian, prostate, and pancreatic cancers. 
Those who learn that they have a mutation 
will be provided with options for cancer-risk 
reduction and will be referred for appropriate 
follow-up care.
 “Clearly, there’s a demand from people 
to gain knowledge about their genetic risks 
and to be a part of this groundbreaking study,” 
says Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, executive 
director of JScreen. “We are hopeful that the 
awareness raised will encourage people in 
the Atlanta community to learn about their 
genetic risks and to use this information to 
help prevent cancer.”
 Eligibility for the study is based on 
meeting all of the following study criteria:
 • At least one Ashkenazi Jewish 
grandparent
 • Age 25 or over (male or female)
 • Metro Atlanta resident
 • No prior BRCA testing
 • No significant personal or close family 
history of BRCA-related cancers
 Eligible participants will provide a saliva 
sample for detailed testing of their BRCA1 

and BRCA2 genes and will receive their 
results from a certified genetic counselor by 
phone or secure video conference. There is 
no charge to participate in the study.
 Ashkenazi Jews are 10 times more 
likely than non-Jews to have a BRCA 
mutation. Despite this risk, insurers will 
only cover testing if someone has a personal 
or close family history of BRCA-related 
cancers. “We are thrilled to be continuing 
this research initiative under the direction 
of medical oncologist Dr. Jane Meisel of 
Winship Cancer Institute,” says Grinzaid. 
“We are hopeful that the results of this study 
will impact testing guidelines, making BRCA 
screening for this high-risk population more 
accessible and affordable.”
 The PEACH BRCA Study is made 
possible thanks to the generosity of the 
Marcus Foundation, the Florence and 
Laurence Spungen Family Foundation, 
the Kay Family Foundation Fund of the 
Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta, 
and the Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta.
 Visit jscreen.org/brca for more 
information and to register for the study. If 
you have any questions, email info@jscreen.
org or call 404-778-8640.

JScreen seeks participants for BRCA study of Ashkenazi Jews in metro Atlanta
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RECOVERY HAPPENS
If you, or someone you love, is struggling 
with substance abuse, HAMSA can help.

Call 1-833-HAMSA-HELPS or visit HamsaHelps.org

HAMSA
Helping Atlantans 
Manage Substance Abuse

Alexander Muss High School in Israel: 
The Ultimate College Prep Study Abroad Adventure

amhsi.org
recruitment@amhsi.org

800.327.5980
Contact Us Today!

On Your College Application

Spring, 
Summer & 

Fall Sessions 
Available
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404-256-3751 
catering@GoldbergBagel.com
ww.GoldbergBagel.com

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 ALPHARETTA
770-663-8555 

3180 Avalon Blvd.

BATTERY ATLANTA
(770) 485-9570 

875 Battery Ave SE 

BUCKHEAD
404-256-3751 

4383 Roswell Rd

DUNWOODY
770-455-1119 

4520 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd.

EAST COBB
770-578-3771 

1062 Johnson Ferry Rd. NE 

TOCO HILLS
404-329-5000 

3003 N. Druid Hills Rd.

WEST PACES
404-266-0123 

1272 West Paces Ferry Rd., NE  

• S I G N A T U R E  M E A T S •

signature brews

FINE FOODS

FINE FOODS

FINE FOODS

CATERING

COFFEE

PASTRAMIsignature meats

NY STYLE DELI & 
RESTAURANT 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 SOUP 
Matzo Ball 

Chicken Noodle
 APPETIZERS 

Homemade Meat Pierogies (Brisket) 
Chopped Chicken Liver

 ENTREES 
Goldbergs Famous Brisket 

Stuffed Cabbage Rolls
 SIDE DISHES 

Roasted Redskin Potatoes  
Roasted Vegetable Assortment  
Goldbergs Sweet Noodle Kugel 

Potato Latkes 
(Served with Sour Cream & Apple Sauce)

  DESSERT 
Seasonal Fruit & Berries 

Rugelach Assortment
Sufganiyot (Jelly Doughnuts) 

 CHALLAH 
Plain or Cinnamon Round 
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

 Very few Holocaust-era Torahs 
come with a personal story that tells of 
their European origins. Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue has one that does. Following 
10 months of restoration, it will be re-
dedicated at the synagogue on January 5, 
2020.
 Deemed Kosher upon its arrival in 
1976, the Ozorkow (Poland) Torah is “the 
only surviving Torah and the last living 
link with the perished Jewish community 
[of Ozorkow],” said Lola Lansky (z”l) at 
its first dedication August 14, 1977.
 Thirty years after the war on a trip to 
Poland in 1975, she and her husband, Rubin 
(z”l), side-tripped to Rubin’s hometown, 
Ozorkow. Before the war, approximately 
6,000 Jews in a population of 30,000 lived 
there. In 1975, there was only one — Tobias 
Drajhorn, whom they met.
 Drajhorn and his uncle, Israel 
Frydman, had hidden their congregation’s 
Torah in an attic drawer in the shtibl (small 
house of prayer) shortly before the Nazis 
arrived. His uncle was killed but the Torah 
survived.
 After the war, Drajhorn could have 
emigrated but chose to stay to tend the 
Jewish cemetery and protect the Torah, 
which he kept in his home those 30 years.
 By 1975, Drajhorn was elderly and 
in poor health. He offered the Torah to the 
Lanskys for their synagogue. But Poland 

was part of the Communist Soviet Union; 
they dared not take it without a permit.
 AA’s rabbi, Harry Epstein, wrote 
Drajhorn an official request that he donate 
the Torah to the synagogue, which had 
Ozorkow survivors in its membership. 
Epstein promised, “…we would cherish this 
sacred object of our religion … and keep 
this Sefer Torah as a tribute to you and as a 
reminder of the Jewish people of Ozorkow.”
 Drajhorn received government 
permission to send the Torah to Atlanta, 
but needed another permit from the Polish 
Historical Society stating the Torah would 
not be used for profit.
 The situation was beginning to feel 
hopeless to the Lanskys. However, several 
weeks later, a large package arrived at their 
door. It was the Torah wrapped in white 
cloth between two boards.
 In late 1976, after receiving a letter 
from the Lanskys that the Torah safely 
arrived and miraculously was “Kosher,” for 
use in synagogue, Mrs. Drajhorn wrote back 
that her husband was “overcome with tears, 
he was so happy. He was beside himself 
knowing that the Torah could be used 
again.” 
 Despite his poor health, Drajhorn 
managed to attend AA’s 1977 dedication of 

Ahavath Achim re-dedicates Holocaust Torah with known history

Ozorkow (Poland) Torah 
cover needlepointed by 
Karen Lansky Edlin with 
a portrait of the Ozorkow 
shul

Rubin Lansky at the Ozorkow train station in 1988

Lola and Rubin Lansky in front of Rubin’s home 
in Ozorkow, 1988

By Carolyn Gold

A Passion to Serve: Memoirs of a Jewish 
Activist
By Sherry Frank
456 pages. BookLogix. $24.

 Sherry Frank has written an impressive 
memoir, a history of her 25 years as 
Southeastern director of the American 
Jewish Committee (AJC). The book contains 
stories taking the reader behind the scenes in 
contemporary Atlanta, stories you may not 
know, but which have helped make it “a city 
too busy to hate.” Sherry has worked to make 
Atlanta, and also our nation, a safer and fairer 
place. 
 Each chapter of the book covers an 
institution or project that the American 
Jewish Committee started or continued in its 
endeavors to advance human relations and 

civil rights. AJC 
brought Atlanta’s 
s y n a g o g u e s 
together. It fostered 
closer Jewish and 
black relations in 
Atlanta. It educated 
young Jewish men 
and women for 
leadership roles. 
The Oral History 
project was one 
of the AJC’s start-
ups, as was The 

Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. When Soviet 
Jews needed re-settlement, the AJC came to 
their aid. Sherry stood up for Israel when the 
United Nations needed pressure put on it.
 The Atlanta chapter has established a 
remarkable record under Sherry. In many 
difficult times, her quick and knowing action 

has helped continue Atlanta’s good name. 
Sherry must have planned hundreds of 
dinners and organized countless forums to get 
opposing groups to learn the concerns of one 
another. She has given speeches and eulogies 
and written press releases. She has traveled to 
Israel many times, as well as Russia, South 
Africa, and Ethiopia to observe the plight of 
Jews worldwide.
 Sherry writes in depth of times when 
antisemitism was uncovered and corrected 
by combined community effort. Agnes 
Scott College had never given tenure to a 
Jewish professor. The Westminster Schools 
had a policy of not hiring Jewish teachers. 
Leo Frank was given a posthumous pardon 
when AJC, Anti-Defamation League, and 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta worked 
together for it. Sherry also writes of raising 

A Passion to Serve explores the career of Sherry Frank

Sherry Frank

See HOLOCAUST TORAH, page 34

See SHERRY FRANK, page 34
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JOIN US FOR NCJW ATLANTA  
SECTION PROGRAMS:  
JANUARY - APRIL 2020

125th Anniversary Kickoff. Tuesday, February 11.  
10:30 am Brunch event at Park Avenue, Buckhead; 
7:00 pm Evening event at Congregation Shearith 
Israel. Guest speaker: Sheila Katz, NCJW’s new, young, 
vibrant CEO.

Frankly Speaking: Looking at the News Through a 
Jewish Lens. Thursdays, January 30, February 27, and 
April 30.  12:00 Noon – 1:30 pm, NCJW Office. This 
monthly discussion is led by Sherry Frank.  Beverage 
and dessert provided.

Women’s Community Seder. Thursday, March 26, 6:00 – 8:30 pm. 
Congregation Or Hadash, 7460 Trowbridge Road, Sandy Springs.

SAVE THE DATE:  2nd Annual “Women Who Dare:  Celebrating  
our Sheroes”  Wednesday, May 6 at 11:30 am at City Springs in  
Sandy Springs.

For additional information, RSVP for all programs, and to join NJCW 
($54), call 404 843-9600, send us an email to ncjw@ncjwatlanta.org, 
send snail mail to P.O. Box 76162, Sandy Springs, GA 30328, or visit our 
website:  www.ncjwatlanta.org.
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By Belle Klavonsky

VOLLEYBALL CHAMPS. The Davis 
Academy’s girls A volleyball team finished 
its undefeated season as Metro Atlanta 
Athletic Conference champions. The girls’ 
skills, resilience, and determination earned 
them the impressive game record of 14-0 
and their championship win against The 
Galloway School. Coached by Leanne 
Edison, the team exemplified the school’s 
values and sportsmanship throughout 
their season and built a strong team 
community. Pictured are (kneeling with 
trophy) Shayna Edelman; (2nd row, from 
left) Nessa Stukalsky, Vivian Kohn, and 
Zoe Richmond; and (back) Rachel Kurgan, 
Leeya Ilan, Sophie Cohen, Rachel Rusnak, 
Coach Edison, Ava Satisky, and Summer 
Negin.
 

FOURTH ALBUM RELEASE. The Davis 
Academy released its fourth album of 
original Jewish music, Hello, Goodbye, 
and Peace, featuring 18 new songs written 
by Rabbi Micah Lapidus. Professionally 
produced in the Davis recording studio, the 
album was inspired by the school’s core 
menschlichkeit values of spirit, community, 
respect, wisdom, and righteousness. The 
album includes special musical vocals by 
students, alumni, faculty, and staff, including 
the well-respected gospel singer Mrs. Janice 
Durden. Pictured are Will Robertson, Mrs. 
Durden, and Rabbi Lapidus.

CANCER AWARENESS ACTIVITIES. 
The Davis Academy Middle School’s tzedek 

(righteousness) theme for October was 
Cancer Awareness. That month, students 
experienced a presentation from Aurora Day 
Camp, which is hosted at Davis during the 
summer, and a panel of speakers (pictured) 
shared personal stories about cancer, 
including education on cancer research 
careers. Students also participated in penny 
wars, tzedakah battles, raising money for 
Stand Up to Cancer, Pink-Out Day to support 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and “I 
stand for…” Day, when students dressed in 
a color of their choice symbolic of a type of 
cancer to honor friends or family members. 
 

CELEBRATING SUKKOT. In celebration 
of Sukkot, The Davis Academy welcomed 
more than 1,400 students and guests to its 
sukkahs over four days. Each grade level 
hosted guests for a sukkah lunch, to share 
a meal and learn about the harvest holiday. 
Davis also welcomed students and faculty 
of the Torch and Sword Kingdom Academy 
(TASKA), a local Korean Christian school; 
during this visit, students discussed themes 
of Sukkot, participated in chevruta learning 
based on the song “Seek Peace” from one of 
the school’s original Jewish music albums, 
enjoyed a performance by the TASKA choir 
(pictured), and shook the lulav and etrog. 
 

LEARNING THROUGH TINKERING. 
The Davis Academy’s “Tinkering Thursday” 

programming offers Mechina: Kindergarten 
Prep students the opportunity to express 
themselves through experiential learning. 
Hosted in the Innovation and Design Studio, 
Tinkering Thursday provides early exposure 
to maker, engineering, and computer 
science concepts through high-tech and 
low-tech materials. Recently, students 
were challenged to build a miniature 
city. They began by reading a book that 
encouraged interest-driven architectural 
design, exploring the systemic components 
of buildings (such as electricity, plumbing, 
and water supply) through the Skyscraper 
application, and then building their cities 
out of Model Magic modeling material, as 
shown here with Jessica Ruda.

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION. 
During the Davis Academy’s all-school 
Simchat Torah celebration, students 
explored their connection to the Torah, while 
surrounded by the narrative of the Jewish 
people. Middle-schoolers demonstrated 
leadership and respect as they formed a huge 
circle and helped carefully unroll the Torah 
scrolls around fellow students, parents, and 
teachers, surrounding them with sacred 
text (pictured). Throughout the spirited 
celebration, students not only showed their 
enthusiasm with flag waving and singing but 
also showed their understanding of Torah 
and the meaning of the holiday by chanting 
first and last verses and sharing words and 
reflections through a D’var Torah. 

MEETING OF THE MINDS. Torah Day 
School of Atlanta (TDSA) fourth-graders 
enjoy sharing thoughts, insights, and 
opinions about the books they are reading.

GETTING THE MESSAGE ACROSS. The 
eighth-graders at TDSA, shown here with 
their teacher, Mr. Fairbanks, are creating 

brochures using descriptive text, engaging 
illustrations, and more.

LAND AND SEA. Many of TDSA’s sixth-
graders can name the continents by size and 
identify all of the oceans.

BREAKING BREAD. Most countries 
enjoy some form of bread, be it bagels, pita, 
tortillas, matzah, rye bread, or laffa. At their 
recent bread party, TDSA seventh-graders 
sampled many varieties and discussed the 
different cultures from which they originate.

THE DESIGN PROCESS. Through the 
process of designing their own colorful 
sweatshirts, TDSA eighth-grade girls learned 
a lot about compromise and collaboration. 

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR. TDSA first-
grade student enjoys the beautiful autumn 
weather while on the playground. 

NOAH’S ARK PROJECT. In their Noah’s 
Ark J-STEAM activity, The Epstein 
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School’s kindergarten students made tinfoil 
“arks” to hold as many animals as they could 
fit, adding them two at a time — similar to 
the penny boat challenge. Through testing, 
kids discovered an important pattern — a 
boat’s size and shape made a difference in 
how much of a load it could carry. 

CREATING CONFIDENT STUDENTS. 
At Student Needs Meetings, Epstein 
teachers come together and discuss how 
each student is doing academically and 
socially. In Middle School, fifth- and sixth-
grade teachers meet biweekly; Elementary 
School teachers meet by team once a month. 
It is the perfect time for general studies 
and Judaic studies educators to talk about 
what strategies are working in each of their 
classrooms, creating consistency that helps 
our students feel more confident. 

ENHANCING JUDAIC STUDIES. The 
Epstein School infuses principles of 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math) into Judaic studies to 
engage students in a deeper understanding 
of Jewish holidays, traditions, stories, and 
Hebrew studies. These learning experiences 
give students an opportunity to be creative, 
problem solve, and think critically about 
the content they are learning. Some of this 
year’s STEAM and chagim projects include 
Tinkering Tuesdays, the Apple Tower 
Challenge, learning about how bees impact 
the environment, studying about sound and 
how this relates to the shofar, and more. 

SHAKESPEARE AT THE LAKE. Students 
in Sam Bradford’s senior English class at 
The Weber School met up for a production of 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest at Lake Lanier. 
They were joined by Dr. David Weiss, father 
of Weber alumnus Sammy Weiss-Cowie. 

Dr. Weiss earned a doctorate in Shakespeare 
studies and has been a guest lecturer in 
Mr. Bradford’s class. Together, the class is 
studying the philosophical underpinnings 
of the play, as they consider what makes a 
good leader, what is ethical behavior, and to 
what extent a perfect world can be realized.

9/11 COMMEMORATION. During a 
poignant 9/11 commemoration program led 
by Weber’s Student Council, students heard 
from special guest Julie Mokotoff, who 
spoke from the heart about losing her close 
friend Dave Retik during the tragic events 
of 9/11 and her thoughts on remembrance 
through giving. September 11 is a National 
Day of Service and Remembrance; students 
across the country are called to volunteer in 
tribute to first responders and individuals 
lost and injured in the attacks. Weber’s 
Student Council sponsored a letter-writing 
campaign directed to first responders in the 
community.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT 
WEBER. This year’s Student Organization 
and Club Fair was a high-energy event, 
as students packed the gym, clamoring 
to check out the wide range of clubs and 
organizations they can join this year. Each 
club or organization has a faculty adviser 
who helps the students run meetings, plan 
programs, and focus their contribution to the 
school community. Michelle Geppert, the 
faculty lead, works closely with the student 
leaders and their faculty advisors.

HONORING VETERANS. In honor of 
Veterans Day, Atlanta Jewish Academy 
(AJA) invited a few veterans from the AJA 
community to speak to the Middle School 
students about their experiences serving 

in the military. The students also had the 
opportunity to ask questions after the 
presentation. Thank you to parents Dr. Avital 
Cohen and Yamit Leinwand, AJA Facilities 
Manager Daniel Williams, and substitute 
teacher Butch Medwed for sharing your 
stories with AJA students.

INTERACTIVE LEARNING. AJA’s 
High School (HS) students started a new 
tradition. At the beginning of each month, 
the entire HS comes together for fun and 
interactive learning. November’s theme 
was Tolerance — Accepting One Another’s 
Differences. Students divided into four 
groups and learned about Sigd, a holiday of 
the Ethiopian Jews; they had hot chocolate, 

coffee, and refreshments at “Cafe Dilemma” 
while discussing tolerance-based issues; and 
studied the rain and climate issues in Israel. 
The last group played-dodge ball, which 
incorporated different restrictions, allowing 
students to experience what it’s like to walk 
in someone else’s shoes, leading to more 
understanding of the challenges others face. 

HISTORY COMES TO LIFE. In 
preparation for AJA’s Colonial Festival, 
HS history teacher Dr. Corrie Stephenson 
dressed as Thomas Jefferson and visited 
the first- graders to teach them about the 
birth of America and its founding fathers. 
Everyone loves when AJA’s teachers have 
the opportunity to interact with all AJA 
students. 

 Second Helpings Atlanta (SHA), 
the non-profit food rescue organization, 
welcomes Andrea Jaron, J.D., as its new 
executive director. 

Andrea Jaron

 Jaron, a graduate of Wayne State 
University Law School and long-time 
resident of Atlanta, most recently served 
as chief development officer with Meals 
On Wheels Atlanta and became chair of 
the influential Jewish Women’s Fund of 
Atlanta this past July. She has extensive 
internal operations and fundraising 
experience with a number of organizations, 
including educational institutions, and has 
worked as a consultant with a variety of 
high-profile non-profits such as Hands On 
Atlanta and AID Atlanta.
 “SHA is expanding rapidly, and 
Andrea’s proven development experience 
will continue to facilitate that process,” 
says Sheri Labovitz, president of SHA’s 
board of directors. “We appreciate 

her approach to the role of executive 
director as she looks to grow our strategic 
partnerships, as well as her vision to ‘use 
the community to impact the community.’ 
Additionally, she is known as a team 
builder with staff, volunteers, and board 
members. She will hit the ground 
running!”
 SHA is celebrating its 15th 
anniversary. Its mission, made possible 
by 450+ volunteers using their personal 
vehicles, is to reduce hunger and food 
waste in metro Atlanta by rescuing 
healthful surplus fresh, perishable, and 
frozen prepared food and delivering it 
free of charge to its more than 50 Partner 
Agencies that serve a broad range of 
men, women, and children, including 
battered women, veterans, homeless, at-
risk LGBTQ youth, at-risk children, and 
individuals with alcohol and/or substance 
abuse problems.
 All food rescued by SHA is donated, 
which enables Partner Agencies to redirect 
money they previously spent on groceries 
to provide additional core services — 
without having to raise more funds. 
 “I look forward to being part of the 
dedicated team at SHA, to lead, learn, and 
share, and together continue to help fight 
hunger and food waste throughout metro 
Atlanta,” notes Jaron. 

Andrea Jaron joins Second Helpings 
Atlanta as executive director
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 Hadassah News
ALMOST CHOPPED RETURNS. 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta (HGA) 
recently cooked up another great 
culinary competition at Spring Hall, in 
Atlanta, for its second edition of Almost 
Chopped. Proceeds benefited Hadassah’s 
neurological research to help combat 
ALS, Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis, 
and Alzheimer’s diseases. Barbara Lang 
and Marni Hoffman chaired the event.
 A large crowd watched as four 
teams of Chef-testants (non-professional 
contestants who love to cook) competed 
in two timed rounds of cooking 
(appetizer and entrée) using baskets 
filled with identical mystery ingredients. 
The ingredients for the appetizer were 
revealed to be Swiss rolls, brie, artichoke 
hearts, and potato chips; for the entrée, 
they were salmon, apricots, an everything 
bagel, and Bloody Mary mix. 
 The teams were: Haimish Old Dudes, 
representing Alzheimer’s; Humble and 
Fierce, representing multiple sclerosis; 
The Knife Guys, representing ALS; and 
defending champion Samantha Lives 
Next Door, representing Parkinson’s. 
 As observers watched the action in 
person and on-screen, Tom Sullivan, 
the well-known Atlanta radio and TV 
personality and professional master of 
ceremonies, kept everyone laughing and 
engaged, as he encouraged the crowd to 
vote for and donate to the causes of their 
favorite teams.
 Celebrity chef judges Mimmo 
Alboumeh (Red Pepper Taqueria), Jesse 
Kauffman (Ten Bistro), Jenny Levison 
(Souper Jenny), and Suzanne Vizethann 
(Buttermilk Kitchen) assessed the dishes 
on criteria of texture, presentation, and 
creative use of ingredients. Although it 
was a close call, Samantha Lives Next 
Door defended its title successfully and 
was again declared the winner.
 While the judges sampled the 

creations of the competitors, attendees 
enjoyed sushi from High Roller Sushi, 
desserts from Seasons 52 and Edible 
Arrangements, and beer, wine, and soft 
drinks, all donated.
 Also donated were raffle prizes, 
many from leading Atlanta restaurants. 
Katie Kloder snagged the Grand Prize, a 
$1,200 gift package to the Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival (AJFF).
 Although the competition is over, the 
need for donations continues. For more 
information on Hadassah Greater Atlanta 
and to donate, visit hadassah.org/atlanta.

Team Humble and Fierce: Sous 
Chef Sara McLeod holds up team 
poster featuring Runner Sophia 
Schwartz, Chef Jennifer Waller, 
and herself

Team The Knife Guys: Emma 
Perlstein, Sous Chef Helen 
Braunstein, and Chef Kenneth 
Braunstein

Winning Team Samantha Lives 
Next Door: Chef Samantha Ellis, 
Runner Eliana Leader, and Sous 
Chef Rebecca Carey

Tom Sullivan (right) congratulates 
Katie Kloder, winner of the $1,200 
AJFF prize package.

A WINNING COMBINATION. 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta’s Ketura 
Group and guests had a fun afternoon 
combining mah jongg and chai tea 
at Huntcliff Summit Senior Living. 
Huntcliff generously donated tea-
time favorites, and others solicited and 
donated prizes for the accompanying 
raffle. All money raised will benefit 
Hadassah Hospitals and the work of 
Hadassah. Visit hadassah.org/atlanta for 
more information about Hadassah and 
Ketura.

Game on! The ladies are set to 
play.

Tea is ready to serve.

Event organizers Helene Jacoby, 
Bernice Mellman, and Peri Rosner 
(Not shown: Esther Low and 
Joanne Chaifetz)

Karen Feibel, Arlene Glass, Joan 
Ziperson, and Leora Wollner

MORNINGS WITH MILT. Hadassah 
Greater Atlanta’s Metulla Group 
recently held the last in its successful 
mini-series “Mornings With Milt.” 
Over the past year, Dr. Milt Tambor 
led four interactive discussion sessions 

Team Haimish Old Dudes: Chef Jody 
Pollack, Runner Eva Serotta, and 
Sous Chef Alex Schulman

Judges Mimmo Alboumeh (from left), Jesse Kauffman, Jenny Levison, and 
Suzanne Vizethann, with MC Tom Sullivan (photos: Judy Kuniansky)



November-December 2019 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 27

A  We Stand With Israel   A

 Judaism, with its rich history, 
traditions, and observances, is often cited 
as the source of cultural and religious 
practices. There are scholars who believe 
that when the Pilgrims celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving they drew their inspiration 
from Sukkot. Apparently those early 
Americans viewed their situation — 
wandering from country to country 
in Europe — as being comparable to 
the Jewish people’s wanderings in the 
wilderness and believed that in the New 
World God had brought them to the 
Promised Land.
 It was in 1621, 155 years before the 
founding of the United States, that what 
is considered the first Thanksgiving 
holiday celebration in North America 
was held. The first official recognition of 
this event to be observed in the U.S. after 
its founding took place on November 
26, 1789, in the form of a proclamation 
issued by President George Washington.
 On that historic date, Congregation 
Shearith Israel in New York made the 
observance of the event a part of its 
services. We have been left with the 
sermon Gershom Mendes Seixas, the 
religious leader of the synagogue, 
delivered, which he entitled: “Agreeable 
to the Proclamation of the President of the 
United States of America To Be Observed 
As A Day of Public Thanksgiving and 
Prayer.”
 “As Jews,” he began, “we are, even 
more than others, called upon to return 
thanks to God for placing us in such 
a country — where we are free to act 
according to the dictates of conscience 
and where no exception is taken following 
the principles of our religion.”
 Can you imagine Seixas speaking 
to his congregants in this fashion? 
Those Jews of the new nation had to be 
especially appreciative for what they had 
been given. On the shores of America, 
Jews could live by their “dictates of 

conscience.” This was a new phenomenon 
for our people.
 Seixas now urged his listeners to 
act in the following manner to give the 
day more meaning. “What Jews, who 
are the special treasure of God, should 
do is to enter into a self-examination; to 
relinquish your prejudice against each 
other; to subdue your passions; to live 
as Jews ought to do in brotherhood and 
amity with all our neighbors; to seek 
peace and pursue it.”
 For this New York religious leader, 
Thanksgiving required much more 
than just mouthing pious sentiments 
of appreciation. Every Jew had 
responsibilities, which he spelled out and 
hoped they would follow. This sermon 
text erases any shadow of a doubt that 
Jews did not participate in that colonial 
Thanksgiving more than two centuries 
ago.
 Thanksgiving was celebrated 
sporadically from this first observance 
until 1864 when President Abraham 
Lincoln made it an annual event.
 There have been debates among the 
Orthodox groups in the United States 
about Jews observing Thanksgiving. In 
selections from the sermon of one major 
Orthodox American rabbi, you will feel 
the tension he had experienced and then 
see how he resolved the matter in a very 
pleasant yet emphatic manner.
 Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, before 
he became the president of the Yeshiva 
University, was the rabbi of the Jewish 
Center in New York. For Thanksgiving in 
November 1962, he was invited to speak 
at the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, 
the oldest congregation in the USA. 
 To begin his address, Lamm cited 
Aburdham, a Sephardic scholar of the 
Middle Ages. That noted scholar asked, 
“Why is it that, during the repetition 
of the Amidah, the cantor, and the 
congregation only join together for one 
blessing — modim anachnu lach?” We 
are all familiar with the modim blessing 
when the congregation chants one version 
and the cantor chants another.
 Lamm provided Aburdham’s answer 
as follows: “He noted that the other 
blessings consist of petitions for various 
bequests and benefits. In the Shemoneh 
Esreh we ask God for wisdom, health, 

prosperity, and peace among other things. 
Those requests are all up to the cantor to 
recite out loud.
 “When it comes to offering our thanks 
to the Almighty,” Aburdham continued, 
“it is up to all of us to do it ourselves.” 
He emphasized this point in these words: 
“The expression of gratitude is too 
personal, too intimate, too significant for 
a substitute to perform it.”
 Having created a basis for giving 
thanks, which we Jews do regularly, 
Lamm pointed out why American Jews 
should celebrate Thanksgiving. “When 
our fellow Americans repair each to his 
own house of worship to offer thanks to 
our Heavenly Father for the blessings 
of LIFE, FREEDOM, PEACE, and 
BOUNTY which we enjoy in our beloved 
land, we Jews feel quite naturally 
obligated to turn to God, and in our own 
way to THANK HIM.
 “No real Jews,” he continued, “can 
hear others say modim, thank you, and 
remain silent on Thanksgiving Day.”
 Lamm carried his argument a bit 
further. “Remember, our thanks are not 
offered to flatter God. True thankfulness 
is coupled with the knowledge that 
without God we would have nothing and 
be nothing. We bow for the modim prayer 
— thanking God for His goodness — 
declaring our own insufficiency.” Lamm, 
of course, is a patriotic American so he 
made it clear. “Our thanks to Our Father 
in Heaven for this beloved haven called 
America stem from a unique historical 
experience here contrasting with the 
cumulative vicissitudes of the centuries 
which we have experienced.” For Lamm, 
Thanksgiving was more precious than 
all the American nationalist holidays — 
even Independence Day. July 4 is fun, 
but we need to “re-establish the proper 
harmony in our lives — the corrective of 
humility inspired by Thanksgiving.” His 
closing paragraph really shows how this 
American Orthodox rabbi and leader had 
truly captured the spirit of the holiday. 
”If July 4 is Independence Day, then 
Thanksgiving is our Dependence Day — 
our dependence on the Almighty. During 
the rest of the year we pray and sing ‘God 
Bless America.’ Today we turn to our 
own hearts and to the soul of our nation 
and declare ‘America Bless God.’”

on the topics of Jewish Humor, Jewish 
Immigration, Yiddish, and The Triangle 
Shirtwaist Fire. 
 The last meeting started with a 
general description of the political and 
historical environment at the time of 
the Triangle Shirtwaist fire. Milt led the 
participants in discussing the relevance 
of this tragedy, its aftermath, and the 
lessons that continue to be important 
today.
 The son and grandson of cantors, 
Milt was born on the Lower East Side 
of New York and felt called to become a 
rabbi. As an advocate for the underdog, 
Milt believed his best path was to leave 
the yeshiva, transfer to Wayne State 
University, and pursue a liberal arts 
education in the social sciences. With a 
Ph.D. in sociology, Milt went on to be an 
adjunct faculty member at Wayne State 
University’s School of Social Work. He 
later worked for the Michigan American 
Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees Council as a staff 
representative and education coordinator. 
As a labor educator, he conducted classes 
in collective bargaining, steward training, 
labor history, economics, strategic 
planning, and health and safety.
 Milt moved to Atlanta in 2001, where 
he founded the Metropolitan Atlanta 
Democratic Socialists of America 
chapter and is a frequent speaker on 
issues of social justice. He recently 
published A Democratic Socialist’s Fifty 
Year Adventure.

Linda Lieberman, Dr. Milt Tambor, 
Terry Nordin, and Anita Walters

Thanksgiving and American Jewry
BY David
     Geffen

security • peace • solidarity
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We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y  •  p e a c e  •  s o l i d a r i t y

 The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) 
have a cohort referred to as lone soldiers: 
“servicemen and women without immediate 
family in Israel.” As a participant in this 
program, I was particularly interested in 
an article that recently appeared in the 
Israeli publication Haaretz, titled “What’s 
Killing Israel’s Lone Soldiers?” written by 
journalists Judy Maltz and Yaniv Kubovich. 
 The article covers an investigation into 
the high percentage of suicides among IDF 
lone soldiers, who account for only about 
two percent of the military. The article 
includes unsettling accounts about the holes 
in the current system. For those who have 
not read the article, the consensus is that the 
vetting and military on-boarding for these 
men and women into the IDF is severely 
flawed and inadequate. 
 As a congregational rabbi and former 
lone soldier, I want to share my perspective 
on the subject matter of the article. For too 
many lone soldiers, there is insufficient 

education and evaluation prior to being 
eligible for enlistment. Many do not 
complete military service, opting to return 
to their home countries and not report back. 
The overwhelming majority of lone soldiers 
I have come to know during and since my 
military service fall into the ”my way or the 
highway” category. This means that these 
men and women had a specific vision of 
what they wanted to do in the IDF (more 
often than not, combat), and when they did 
not get the unit they had envisioned, they 
had a change of heart. On the whole, the 
article paints them in a negative light, but it 
still maintains the value in the idea of lone 
soldiers who volunteer to serve for the right 
reasons, citing they increase overall morale.
 What was my experience and how has 
it shaped my rabbinate? I was not the typical 
chayal boded (lone soldier). I enlisted in the 
IDF after making aliyah and following a gap 
year program in which I spent 10 months in 
Israel. I was not part of an organized trip 
or garin, as are many lone soldiers. The 
inherent struggles of being a lone soldier are 
significant, but not insurmountable. When 
I was inducted in the IDF, there was little 
support. Since 2006, when I completed my 
service, many centers for lone soldiers have 
opened.
 I came from a Jewish home, growing up 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee. I was fortunate 
that my parents are Jewish educators. I grew 
up attending Sunday school and Jewish 
summer camp. I participated in Young 
Judea’s Year Course gap year in Israel after 
graduating from high school. During the 
10-month program, I knew that I wanted to 
make aliyah and serve in the IDF. I made 
aliyah, moved to a kibbutz for ulpan, and 
then I was drafted into a three-month IDF 
ulpan program. 
 I completed the gibush (physical 
entrance test) for the Golani Brigade and 
was accepted into a special forces team. My 
team was made up of incredible individuals, 
all of whom grew up in Israel and had family 
they returned to each break from the army. 
We worked hard on base, and I developed 
deep bonds with my teammates. While I 
had no family in Israel, fortunately I rarely 
spent a Shabbat or break from base alone. 
It was the combination of dedication to our 
team and a desire to be part of the Jewish 
nation that cemented the bond I had with the 
lifelong friends I made. 
 One of the most challenging aspects of 
being in the IDF and not having family in 
Israel is that when there is leave from base, 
the housekeeping is on your shoulders. 
This includes laundry, grocery shopping, 
paying bills, and more. After an intense 
week or month of training, the last thing 
any lone soldier wants to do is spend hours 
in a laundromat or in the web of Israeli 
bureaucracy. I had a phenomenal team 
that made sure that this would be a rare 
occurrence. 
 One teammate in particular would take 
my laundry home, and his family would take 
care of it, just as they did for their son. It 
still brings a swell of gratitude to reminisce 

about this. Another key to my success as a 
lone soldier is that I was befriended by an 
Israeli family that took me in. This was 
not part of an organized program. I had no 
family in Israel, and I truly believe that God 
brought Roi Nathan and his family into my 
life. I gained an Israeli brother during my 
military service. We were not teammates 
in the army, but have become teammates 
in life. His mother, Ilana, gave me a key to 
their home and informally adopted me as her 
son. Israelis are incredibly warm people, but 
Ilana, Roi, and the entire family constantly 
went above and beyond for me — even 
flying to Arizona to attend my wedding 
several years later, and Roi attended my 
rabbinic installation here at Temple Beth 
David, just a few weeks ago. 
 Many lone soldiers pursue the IDF 
to escape. Sometimes there is a lack of 
direction; and other times there can be 
mental instability, a history of drugs, or 
reckless behavior that motivates some to 
join the IDF as lone soldiers. The IDF is 
not a cure. If there is pre-existing trauma, 
addiction, or a sense of indecisiveness about 
what to do after graduating high school or 
university, the conclusion should never be 
to join the IDF. 
 According to the IDF, a lone soldier 
meets one of the following criteria: his/her 
parents were in Israel and moved abroad, 
or had never been in Israel to begin with 
— either the parents have a permanent 
residence overseas and the soldier lives in 

Israel without them, or the parents are on 
a mission overseas that lasts more than six 
months; the soldier is estranged from his/her 
parents; the soldier resides or has resided 
with a foster family until the age of 18; or 
the soldier is orphaned of both parents.
 As a congregational rabbi, part of what 
I do is to speak with young adults. When the 
IDF comes up, I ask questions from which 
many may otherwise shy away. I am also a 
Birthright Fellow and have had the privilege 
of staffing several Birthright trips. I’m proud 
to share my love of Israel with young adults 
who have never experienced the beauty 
of the land, the warmth of the people, the 
delicious food, and all the rest that make 
our Jewish homeland so special. I’ve had 
countless Birthright participants approach 
me to discuss extending their trips, and a 
fair number ask about the IDF. I tell them all 
that 10 days in Israel can be the catalyst for 
a transformation, but it is not sufficient as a 
basis for making aliyah and joining the IDF. 
We discuss the realities of Israeli army life, 
and I keep in touch with many participants 
to provide guidance. 
 As the rabbi of Temple Beth David in 
Snellville, I stay connected to my teammates 
and family in Israel and the American Israeli 
community here. If you or someone you 
know is contemplating aliyah and serving 
in the IDF, I’m here as a resource. I can be 
reached at RabbiJesse@TempleBethDavid.
info or 480-619-3344.

BY Rabbi Jesse
        Charyn

A lone soldier, not a lonely soldier

When Rabbi Jesse Charyn (center) was a lone soldier, Roi Nathan and 
Dr. Ilana Nathan took him in and regarded him as a member of their family.
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

 Now that the holidays are behind us, 
we have begun a busy, exciting kosher food 
year!

ATLANTA KOSHER BBQ FESTIVAL

 What a day at the 7th annual Atlanta 
Kosher BBQ Festival, held September 8, 
at City Springs, in Sandy Springs. It was 
a sizzlin’ hot day on the grills and in the 
sun, as the thousands of attendees enjoyed 
ribs, brisket, chicken, and baked beans. If 
you have never been, put next year’s event, 
Sunday, October 18, 2020, on your calendar. 
 This is a fun, festive, and delicious 
experience. Even if you are not a BBQ 
fan, you will love the people watching, as 
well as knowing that the proceeds support 
worthy community organizations. Not to 
compete with the professional Kansas City 
BBQ judges, but my vote for best ribs went 
to the Blue Crew BBQ Cobb County canine 

unit. I would love to have their rib recipe! 
Congrats to organizers Hebrew Order of 
David (HOD), Jody Pollock, and the entire 
team.
 The official winners were: BBQ’N 
Hebrew Hillbillies, grand champion; Beth 
Shalom — Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em, 1st 
place brisket; BBQ’N Hebrew Hillbillies, 
1st place ribs; Beth Shalom — Smoke ‘em 
if you got ‘em, 1st place beans; and The 
Brisketeers, 1st place chicken.

KOSHERFEST NEW PRODUCT 
WINNERS

 The results of the national Kosherfest 
New Product Competition were recently 
announced. Many of these products will be 
available in Atlanta in the coming months. 

The overall best new product in this year’s 
competition was Plattered BBQ Beef Cigars 
by Alle Processing/Meal Mart. 
 Among the other winners were 
Anderson International Thin Slices (yogurt 
or cheese); Allie’s GF Goodies/Allie’s 
Vegan Bagels (breads/baked goods); 
Gina’s Gourmet Pantry All-Natural Fruit 
Spreads (jams/preserves); Setton Garlic 
Onion Seasoned Pistachios (savory snacks); 
NY Pasta Authority/Mozzarella Roasted 
Red Pepper Ravioli (pasta); Ella Jolie by 
MIKEE Truffle Hot Sauce (sauces); MIKEE 
Salsa (dips, spreads, and salsa); De La 
Rosa Foods/Organic Unfiltered Raspberry 
Vinegar (vinegar); LittlePod Natural Vanilla 
(baking aisle); Exotic Sauce MIKEE Matzo 
Brei Mixers (kosher for Passover); La 
Marguerite & Co. Lemon Meringue Tart 
(frozen desserts); and Happy Hearts Wine/5 
Stones Virtuous (wine, beer, and spirits).

FOOD AROUND ATLANTA

 I often find many new kosher products 
around our city. Here are some of my 
favorites:
• Costco: avocado oil, organic coconut oil, 
Teva rib steaks, cheese Danish
• Trader Joe’s: cinnamon rugelach, crescent 
rolls, kosher Tillamook cheese
• Tuesday Morning: after-dinner parve 
restaurant-type starlight mints (OU kosher)
• Kroger: parve, organic ready-to-bake 
chocolate chip cookie dough
• Walmart: Patty LaBelle’s sweet potato pie, 
Panda Express sweet chili sauce
• The Spicy Peach: Dyna-Sea faux kosher 
surimi shrimp, crab, lobster, and scallops, 
and pre-made frozen crab cakes (I am one of 
The Spicy Peach’s best customers for these 
products!)
• Kosher Gourmet: wine — the best 
selection in town!

-----

 I was delighted to attend the pre-
holiday Jewish Women’s Connection (JWC) 
challah-making class. Yes, it’s all in “who 

you know” — my friend Simone Wilker and 
I wrangled invitations, since my daughter 
Marcy Kalnitz was the instructor and the 
class was at her house. Along with her 
many talents (yes, there are many), Marcy 
is a challah-making maven. We all learned 
how to make apple challahs and rolls, and 
the bracha for separating challah. It was 
quite a delicious and informative evening 
for the group. If you would like to know 
more about JWC and their Momentum trips 
to Israel, visit jwcatlanta.org/israel.

-----

 Shloime Newmark and the newly re-
named Toco Grill are off to a fiery start. 
Having been the manager of the former Pita 
Palace for nine months, Shloime knew that 
he needed the restaurant to be his own. So 
when the opportunity presented itself, he 
jumped right in. “I had a vision and I knew it 
was time to make it happen.” Shloime says. 
“Toco Grill’s #1 priority is the customer.” 
Making sure everybody is comfortable 
and feeling at home; I’ve decided to add a 
more American feel with burgers, chicken 
poppers, many different flavors of wings, 
and more. Coming soon — the soon-to-be-
world-renowned shawarma burger.” 

-----

 Exciting! The Atlanta Zoo is expanding, 
and so are its event facilities. When Savanna 
Hall opens next year, it is slated to have a 
kosher kitchen and a large event space. It is 

Challah class at Marcy’s
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See RECIPES, page 34

located in the historic Cyclorama building 
and will have a “window to the wild.” More 
on this when additional plans are made 
available. Visit zooatlanta.org/plan-an-
event/savanna-hall/ for more information.

-----

 As most of my readers know, restaurant 
sanitation is one of my pet peeves. At times, 
I have seen local kosher restaurants with less 
than appealing health department grades or 
ones that hide sanitation certificates in back 
areas. Huge congrats to Formaggio Mio for 
earning a 100 sanitation grade. This is quite 
an accomplishment.

-----

 Lidl, a supermarket chain based 
in Germany, is headed for Atlanta. The 
company entered the U.S. market in 2015 
and is now in nine states. Along with several 
other locations, Lidl is opening in Brighten 
Park, at the corner of Briarcliff and North 
Druid Hills roads, at the center of Georgia’s 
largest kosher population. I always wonder 
if these corporations do their research. It 
was obvious to me that The Fresh Market, 
the former tenant, did not serve the kosher 
community surrounding it. Could that be 
why it failed?

COOKBOOKS

 There are two new kosher-focused 
cookbooks that I recommend. 
 Variations (ArtCcroll/Shaar Press), by 
Daniella Silver, keeps it simple and shares 
ideas on how to vary a recipe so the reader 
is not bogged down with cooking. Each 
of the 120 recipes in the book includes a 

separate variation, encouraging creativity 
and providing versatility. Most dishes can 
be made family-style or for company. The 
photo on each page displays both the main 
recipe and the variation, so home cooks 
can see how each dish should look when 
served. This is Daniella’s third cookbook; 
the first two in the Silver Platter series were 
bestsellers. 
 The Jewish Cookbook (Phaidon 
Press), by Leah Koenig, is a must-have 
cookbook for anyone with an interest in 
traditional, Jewish heirloom cooking. The 
recipes illuminate Jewish kitchens around 
the world. Koenig’s research was done by 
peeking into those tattered family recipe 
books and historical cookbooks, consulting 
with Jewish cooking experts, and studying 
menus. In my opinion, this book is a culinary 
milestone. Not since The Encyclopedia of 
Jewish Food, by the late Gil Marks, have I 
been so impressed by a collection of Jewish 
recipes. From the chocolate egg cream, to 
matbucha, to cholent, kreplach, chopped 
liver, latkes, and coffee cake — it’s all 
here. The dishes are from cooks around the 
world, updated to make the recipes more 
accessible for the contemporary cook. 
Photos accompany many of the recipes. In 
Koenig’s words, “I sought to shine a light on 
the dishes that sustain Jews around the world 
during the week, and those that delight them 
on Shabbat and holidays — any dish that 
holds cultural, sacred, or ritual significance 
to the Jewish community that cook and eat 
it. Jewish cuisine is ever evolving.” 

 What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@
gmail.com. This column is meant to 
provide the reader with current trends and 
developments in the kosher marketplace. 
Since standards of kashruth certification 
vary, check with the AKC or your local 
kashruth authority to confirm reliability.

People are less dissatisfied by what 
they lack than by what others have.

—George F. Will: The Conservative Sensibility, page 278
Explore the possiblities 

at JewishAtlanta.org

NOW MORE THAN EVER,  
we all need a way to connect

To feel that we belong, 
to explore, and to grow. 
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Kosher Korner
BY Rabbi 
      Reuven Stein

 If you are planning a catered event — 
whether it is small or large, formal or casual, 
buffet or full-service, drop-off or pick-up, 
indoor or outdoor — you want it to be a 
success. It’s all about planning and knowing 
what to do and what not to do. 
 Here are 10 kosher event guidelines:
1.  Never assume. Sometimes an event done 
by a Jewish organization may not be kosher. 
2.  “Kosher style” is usually not kosher. 
3. Some kosher caterers have non-kosher 
divisions, or they may cater food in an 
institution that has its own form of supervision 
or no supervision. 
4. Sometimes meat and fish will be at the 
same buffet. They should not be eaten together. 
5. Sometimes dishes may contain cheeses 
that require a six-hour wait before meat can be 
eaten (for example, ranch dressing or a pizza 
containing parmesan). 
6. A caterer that has a Cholov Yisroel 
restaurant may be catering out of a non-
Cholov Yisroel kitchen or using non-Cholov 
Yisroel products at an event. 
7. Most flatbreads, cornbreads, mezonos 
rolls, and tortillas require washing and 
bentching. There is a yucca “cheese” bread, 
which is a shahakol bread and pareve. 

8. Sometimes food ordered from a kosher 
caterer is dropped off without a mashgiach. 
Items such as desserts and drinks may have 
been added and not been approved. 
9. If pareve foods, such as French fries or 
falafel, are fried in meat oil, they are considered 
fleishig. 
10. If in doubt, always ask for the mashgiach.

KOSHER CATERERS AND HOTELS

A Kosher Touch
Located at the MJCCA
5342 Tilly Mill Road
Dunwoody, GA 30338
678-495-4112
Catering simchas, yomim tovim, and food to go

Avenue K Catering
A division of Saratoga Event Group
Based at Chabad of Cobb
David Covell, 770-578-1110
Redefining glatt kosher events

Bijan’s and Broadway Catering
2191-B Briarcliff Road 
Atlanta, GA 30329
404-417-3005
All-occasion, full-service meat and dairy 
catering, as well as baked goods

Dolce Catering & Bakery
Located at TipTop
2212 Savoy Drive
Atlanta, GA 30341 
470-767-3668
All-occasion catering, as well as baked goods

For All Occasions and More Catering
Located at Federation
1440 Spring Street NW
Atlanta, GA 30309
404-953-8157
Creative, full-service kosher catering

Grand Hyatt Atlanta
3300 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, GA 30305
404-364-3940 (ask for the kosher catering 
department)

Intercontinental Buckhead Hotel
3315 Peachtree Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30326
404-946-9000 (ask for the kosher catering 
department)

Kaplan Mitchell Retreat Center at Ramah 
Darom
70 Darom Lane
Clayton, GA 30525
kaplanmitchell.org
To book, contact Katie Hendricks, hospitality 
and sales manager, 678-996-2830 or 
khendricks@ramahdarom.org.
The retreat and rental season from August 
through May is now under the supervision of 
the AKC. The AKC will oversee kashrut of 
food preparation during all rentals and Ramah 
Darom retreats, with the exception of its 
Passover retreat. The AKC on-site mashgiach 
will be Rabbi Raphael Darzi, from Kollel Ner 
Hamizrach. 

Keith’s Corner Bar-B-Que
keithscornerbbq.com
404-250-1227
Keith.kcbbq@gmail.com

The Georgia Aquarium/Wolfgang Puck 
Catering
225 Baker Street
Atlanta, GA 30313
404-581-4125 (ask for the kosher catering 
department)

The Kosher Gourmet
2153 Briarcliff Road
Atlanta, GA 30329
kgatl.com
404-636-1114, sgilmer@kgatl.com
Gourmet catering and prepared food, deli, 
butcher, baked goods, specialty grocer. 
Delivery available.

Zoo Atlanta/Proof of the Pudding
800 Cherokee Avenue SE
Atlanta, GA 30315
404-624-6500, Specialevents@zooatlanta.org

KOSHER PAREVE WEDDING CAKES

Ali’s Cookies
770-971-8566

Publix Toco Hill bakery
404-638-6022

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.

 On Veterans Day, Monday, 
November 11, Atlanta’s religious leaders, 
local government, and key non-profit 
organizations came together to put on a 
Record Restriction Summit hosted at The 
Temple. This single-day event, for people 
who have been arrested in Fulton County 
and charged with non-violent misdemeanors 
but not convictioned, offered participants 
the opportunity to pursue getting their 
records restricted free of charge. A job fair 
was also a part of this year’s summit.
 “For 152 years, The Temple has been 
at the forefront of community activism and 
social change,” said Rabbi Peter Berg. Our 
highest moral calling comes from the Torah: 
Lo Tuchal L’hitalem — You shall not remain 
indifferent. The Temple is committed to 
doing its part to repair a broken criminal 
justice system. Of the many overwhelming 
concerns that are tackled at The Temple, 
criminal justice reform, through our 
Records Restriction Summit, is one of our 
top priorities.” 
 “We are pleased to announce our 
second Veterans Day Record Restriction 
Summit in partnership with The Temple and 

Georgia Justice Project,” said Fulton County 
Solicitor Keith Gammage. “At our last 
summit, in 2018, we assisted hundreds of 
veterans and deserving citizens in clearing 
non-violent, misdemeanor arrests from their 
criminal histories. It is our humble honor 

to commemorate Veterans Day by serving 
those that have served us so valiantly. With 
such a great need and the overwhelming 
citizen response, we wanted to offer another 
opportunity for veterans and citizens to get 
a second chance at success.” 
 “Last year, our Veterans Day Record 
Restriction Summit led to the restriction 
of more than 200 records,” said Dr. John 
Eaves, chair, Rothschild Social Justice 
Institute. “This year, we are excited to 
continue our work championing racial 
equality by bringing together partners from 
the government, non-profit, religious, and 
private sectors to provide a free service as 
well as career opportunities.” 
 According to the Georgia Justice 
Project, 4.2 million Georgians (more than 
1/3 of the state’s population) have criminal 
records. The law on record restriction in 
Georgia is one of the most restrictive in 
the country. Record restriction is permitted 
only when charges are dismissed or are 
not prosecuted or individuals were under 
21 years old when convicted of certain 
misdemeanor offenses.
 According to the Legal Action Center, 

Partnership gives those with criminal records a new life

Rabbi Peter Berg

Georgia is the second-worst state in the 
country in the number of roadblocks to re-
integration following an arrest or conviction.
 Military veterans currently account 
for 8 percent of the national prison and 
jail population, according to the Bureau of 
Justice Statistics.
 The Record Restriction Summit, 
which coordinates non-profit and justice 
partners from Fulton County, offers affected 
individuals the unique opportunity to meet 
with the necessary officials and expunge 
their records free of charge.
 The Veterans Day Record Restriction 
Summit was sponsored by The Temple 
Rothschild Social Justice Institute, the 
Fulton County Solicitor’s Office, the 
Georgia Justice Project, and the Veterans 
Empowerment Organization. 
 It was held in partnership with All 
Saints Episcopal Church, Cascade United 
Methodist Church, Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, First Presbyterian Church, Fulton 
County State Court, and the Inner City 
Muslim Action Network.
 Visit fultonrestorativejustice.org for 
more information, or call 404-612-4803.
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Recipes
Kosher Affairs Recipes continued from page 31

 Marcy’s Famous Challah
As presented at the JWC Challah Cooking 
Class

5 lbs. bread flour (can be all white or a 
mix of white and wheat — for best results, 
Marcy recommends King Arthur bread 
flour) 
1/4 cup yeast
4 cups warm water
1 cup sugar
1 cup honey
1 tablespoon vanilla
4 eggs
1 1/2 cups canola oil
2 tablespoons salt

 In one large bowl, put 4 cups warm 
water, 3 cups of bread flour, and 1/4 cup 
yeast, and mix together. When mixture 
starts to bubble, add eggs, sugar, oil, 
honey, vanilla, and salt. Mix together well. 
Add the rest of the flour little by little, 
until it is all mixed in. Form one large ball 
of dough. Add more flour if necessary to 
get a dough that is easy to work with and 
not sticky.
 Remove the dough from the bowl, 
clean the bowl, then return dough to it. 
Cover and let dough rise for at least 2 
hours.
 Make blessing, take challah.
 Beat down and then shape challahs. 
(This should make approximately 4 2-lb. 
or 8 1-lb. challahs.) Let rise for another 45 
minutes. 
 Bake at 340 degrees for 20 minutes. 
Remove one challah at a time to brush on 
egg wash (egg yolk + warm water).
 Return challahs to oven and turn heat 
to 350 degrees. Bake challahs for another 
10 minutes or as needed, until they are 
lightly browned. Watch challahs — all 
ovens are different. 

To scale down this recipe to make 

approximately two 1lb. challahs, use the 
following measurements:
4 cups flour
1 cup water
1 package yeast or 2 1/4 teaspoons
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup honey
1/3 cup oil
1 egg
1/2 tablespoon salt 
1 teaspoon vanilla

 Prepare as directed in above recipe.

-----

Curried Sweet Potato Latkes 
Adapted from The Jewish Cookbook by 
Leah Koenig, Phaidon Press

3 lbs. sweet potatoes, peeled
1 medium onion, peeled
2/3 cup flour 
3 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 tablespoon curry powder
1 tablespoon light brown sugar
1 teaspoon ginger
3/4 teaspoon cumin
2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
Vegetable oil for frying

 Grate sweet potatoes and onion on large 
holes of a box grater or with the shredding 
disc of a processor.
 Wrap shredded potatoes and onions in a 
dish towel or several layers of paper towels, 
and squeeze out as much liquid as possible. 
 In a large bowl, combine all ingredients. 
If the mixture looks too dry, add another 
egg.
 In a large frying pan, heat about 1/4” 
oil until shimmering. Drop about 1/4 cup 
batter at a time into pan; do not crowd. 
Flatten. Flip over once. Both sides should 
be browned (about 6-8 minutes).

 Let drain on paper towels. Serve 
immediately, or wrap well in plastic and 
freeze. To re-warm, preheat oven to 400 
degrees, and place latkes in a single layer on 
a baking sheet until warmed through.
 Optional but delicious: serve with sour 
cream and/or applesauce

-----

Honey Mustard Salmon Pretzel Bites
Recipe from Variations by Daniella Silver 
courtesy of ArtScroll/Shaar Press

4-6 individual salmon fillets  (about 6 
oz./180 g each)
1/3 cup grainy Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons extra light olive oil
2 tablespoons honey
2 cloves garlic  minced (about 1 teaspoon)
8-24 small pretzels  (gluten-free or regular)

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line a 
rimmed baking sheet with parchment paper 
 Cut fish into 2-inch chunks; place onto 
prepared baking sheet
 In a medium bowl, combine mustards 
with oil, honey, and garlic 
 Spread 1-2 teaspoons mustard mixture 
onto top of each piece of fish. Top with a 
pretzel.
 Bake, uncovered, for 12-15 minutes, or 
until salmon flakes easily when pierced with 
a fork. Serve hot or at room temperature. 

Variation: Pretzel Salmon

 Prepare recipe as above, using 1 
skinless, boneless side of salmon (about 
2 lbs./1 kg). After spreading mustard 
mixture on salmon, top with pretzels 
crushed into large crumbs. 
 Bake, uncovered, for 12-18 minutes.

-----

Caramelized Chicken with Onions
Adapted from the Kosher Palette 
Cookbook 

Simply delicious!

Serves about 8

2 chickens, approximately 3 lbs. each, cut 
into 8 pieces each, or approximately 6 lbs. 
of chicken thighs
2 teaspoons paprika
2 teaspoons garlic powder
6 tablespoons parve margarine
3 onions, sliced into rings
2 cups light brown sugar, packed
3 tablespoons soy sauce
1/3 cup toasted almonds (optional)

 Preheat oven to broil, with rack 8-10” 
from heat.
 Place chicken pieces, skin side up, on 
a broiling pan and sprinkle with paprika 
and garlic powder. Broil about 7 minutes, 
with door partially open, until golden 
brown. Transfer chicken to an ovenproof 
dish. 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
 In a large saucepan, over medium 
heat, melt margarine. Add sliced 
onions and sauté for 15 minutes or until 
translucent. Reduce heat to low and add 
brown sugar and soy sauce, stirring until 
the sugar dissolves.
 Spoon sauce over chicken. Cover 
with foil and bake for 1 hour or until the 
chicken is done. Optional: sprinkle with 
toasted almonds.

the Torah. The Lanskys presented it in his 
honor and “in loving memory of The Jewish 
Community of Ozorkow.”
 Last year, Lansky daughter Karen 
Lansky Edlin and husband, Andy, realized 
they needed to continue her parents’ vision 
of using the Torah. After 40 years at AA, 
it showed wear and no longer was Kosher. 
Working with AA’s rabbis, Neil Sandler 
and Laurence Rosenthal, they hired soferim 
who lovingly restored and recognized its 
uniqueness.
 “I’ve seen maybe five out of thousands 

money for Deborah Lipstadt’s defense in the 
Holocaust denial trial. The Atlanta chapter 
of AJC recruited Dr. Steve Kutner to treat 

of Torahs that are authentically Polish, 
which this one is,” said Rabbi Menachem 
Bialo, who supervised the restoration. 
“They are very rare.” He estimated the 
Ozorkow Torah is “more than 200 years 
old,” and now should be usable for many 
more decades. 
 Karen Lansky Edlin needlepointed 
a portrait of the Ozorkow shul into the 
Torah’s cover so future generations can 
learn its story. 
 The community is invited to the re-
dedication to be held on January 5, 2020, at 
1 p.m. at Ahavath Achim Synagogue, (600 
Peachtree Battle Avenue NW, Atlanta, GA 
30327) with a reception to follow.
 For more information, contact the 
synagogue office at 404-355-5222.

From page 21

Holocaust Torah
From page 21

Sherry Frank Ethiopian Jews for neglected wounds, 
infections, and terrible eye diseases.
 The last chapter of her book is dedicated 
to women who have been a part of this good 
work but who have passed away. Sherry 
writes about Roz Cohen, Barbara Asher, 
Sunny Stern, Coretta Scott King, and Lillian 
Lewis. 
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LUNCH AND LEARN. On September 20, 
the National Council of Jewish Women 
Atlanta Section (NCJW) welcomed 
Southeast Regional Director of the 
American Jewish Committee Dov Wilker as 
its guest speaker. He presented an overview 
of the Israeli elections with a historical 
background of the various parties and their 
role in past elections.
 On December 3, the guest speaker will 
be Georgia State Senator Jen Jordan. She 
will present a perspective on issues that are 
likely to come up in the 2020 session of 
the Georgia Legislature. The luncheon will 
be held at noon at the NCJW office, 6303 
Roswell Road (in the Trader Joe’s shopping 
center). Lunch will be provided. RSVP to 
christineh@ncjwatlanta.org or 404-843-
9600.

Sherry Frank and Dov Wilker

BACK TO SCHOOL AND LITERACY 
PROJECTS. More than 100 needy students 
were provided with a full year of school 
supplies, backpacks, and more, thanks to 
the generous donors of NCJW’s Atlanta 
Section and a special grant for this project. 
Trained and bringing with them games, 
stickers, markers, and the latest teaching 
techniques, NCJW tutors are back in the 
classrooms, working with K-3 students. 
Nearly 100 tutors are volunteering in nine 
Title 1 elementary schools, changing the 
lives of countless young students. 

ATLANTA JEWISH COALITION FOR 
LITERACY. Administered by NCJW, 
Atlanta Jewish Coalition for Literacy’s 
mission is to inspire children with a love 
of reading, thereby enriching their lives 
and opportunities for future success. It is 
never too late to volunteer to work in one 
of these elementary schools: Brumby, East 
Cobb; Dunwoody Springs, Sandy Springs; 
Garden Hills, Buckhead; Hembree Springs, 
Roswell; High Point, Sandy Springs; 
Hightower, Doraville; Lake Forest, Sandy 
Springs; Montclair, Brookhaven; and River 
Eves, Roswell.
 NCJW collects children’s books year-
round for this project. Tutors are thrilled 
with the smiles they see when the children 
receive beautiful books. Often these are the 
only books in the children’s homes.
 In addition to volunteering in area 
public schools, NCJW Atlanta purchased 
the classical literature books requested for 

the language arts classes at Temima, the 
Richard and Jean Katz High School for 
Girls. As NCJW’s Atlanta Section begins to 
celebrate its 125th anniversary, the goal is 
to explore ways to interact with and support 
the girls at Temima. 

CHALLENGING GEORGIA’S 
ABORTION BAN BILL. NCJW and 
American Civil Liberties Union of Georgia 
(ACLU) co-hosted and underwrote a 
screening of the film Jane: An Abortion 
Service. “Jane” was a Chicago-based 
women’s health group that performed nearly 
12,000 safe, illegal abortions between 1969 
and 1973, with no formal medical training. 
Sponsors of the screening included Planned 
Parenthood, the Feminist Women’s Health 
Center, and other organizations that signed 
on to the legal case against House Bill 
481, which has the primary purpose of 
prohibiting doctors from terminating any 
pregnancy after they can detect “embryonic 
or fetal cardiac activity,” which typically 
occurs at six weeks’ gestation. 
 Nearly 300 people attended the 
screening at the Plaza Theatre, which 
included a discussion with “Jane” founder 
Heather Booth. All around the United States, 
NCJW has worked for decades to protect 
a woman’s right to reproductive freedom 
and is a leading voice on this issue. NCJW 
continues to march, speak out, advocate for 
justice, and fight to uphold Roe v. Wade.

National Council of Jewish Women Atlanta news

 Jewish Business Network (JBN), 
Midtown Atlanta, is an organization that 
serves the Jewish business community 
with opportunities for networking, 
connecting, and continuing education 
inspired by Jewish thought.
 In its fourth year, JBN has brought 
together more than 600 Atlantans, creating 
meaningful and lasting professional 
connections at its networking events. 
Created by Rabbi Eliyahu Schusterman 
of Chabad Intown, JBN provides 
opportunities in a Jewish environment 
for people to network, nosh, and leave 
motivated and inspired. In addition to 
networking and dining, each event features 
a highly respected Atlanta business 
professional who shares business advice 
and provides insight on his or her journey 
to success.
 JBN will host a series of themed 
breakfast and dinner networking events 
throughout the winter and spring. Join 
JBN’s breakfast series, “How I Built 
This,” featuring Cynthia Good, on 
Thursday, December 19, at 7:30 a.m., at 
Chabad Intown (730 Ponce de Leon Place, 
30306). Good is an entrepreneur, women’s 
activist, journalist, author, CEO, and 
founder of Little Pink Book. Little Pink 

Book is a digital and events resource to 
help America’s 75 million working women 
advance their careers and live a meaningful 
and beautiful life. 

It’s not what you know, it’s who you know!

Sherry Frank

Andrea Young, executive director, 
ACLU of Georgia, and Heather Booth, 
“Jane” founder

FRANKLY SPEAKING. Sherry Frank, 
NCJW Atlanta Section president, continues 
to lead a lively and interactive monthly 
study group called “Frankly Speaking: 

Looking at the News 
through a Jewish 
Lens.” This group 
meets at the NCJW 
office. Participants 
bring their lunch 
and dessert; drinks 
are provided. 
Upcoming dates are 
December 19, 2019, 
and January 30, 

2020. Everyone is welcome and RSVPs, 
to christineh@ncjwatlanta.org or 404-843-
9600, are requested. 

Rabbi Eliyahu Schusterman toasts 
and welcomes JBN guests

Cynthia Good

 On Thursday, January 23, Joe 
Apfelbaum, CEO of Ajax Union, a B2B 
digital marketing agency based in Brooklyn, 
New York, will present the three most 
important things to do on LinkedIn that 
generate ROI in just 15 minutes a day.
 For tickets to JBN events, visit 
chabadintown.org/JBN. For more 
information contact Chabad Intown at 404-
898-0434. 

We 
Stand 
With 

Israel
•  s e c u r i t y  •

•  p e a c e  • 
•  s o l i d a r i t y  •
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

ALTA COCKER #9. I got the email from 
Gene Benator in August about the revival 
of the Alta Cocker softball game. It had 
been five years since the last one, and it 
was time to get the guys together again. 
Gene and Marcus Katz were organizing 
and sponsoring it again on September 22, 
at the Marcus Jewish Community Center of 
Atlanta (MJCCA) softball fields. My family 
was involved in a Hadassah program that 
day and I had to put “first things first,” so 
I asked Gene to send me a summary of the 
game. 
 The first Alta Cocker game was held 
in May 2008 and included all the guys 
who played in the AJCC Men’s Softball 
League between the years 1971-1992. 
Gene selected 1971 because that was the 
first year he started to play in the league 
and 1992 because that was the year Marcus 
Katz left Atlanta. And, after all, he was the 
guy organizing all of this. I started playing 
in 1966 and participated until 1988, so I 
certainly qualified. It was a great idea and 
had an excellent response the first year, with 
52 players attending. Of course, it became 
a “Schwartz on Sports” column, as were 
all the games played after that date. Guys 
were organized into four teams and had the 
option of playing, pinch–hitting, fielding, 
or just watching and kibitzing on the bench 
or in the stands. Family and friends were 
also welcome. The more the merrier. And 
afterward, we had a great brunch in one 
of the outdoor shelters. It was a terrific 
opportunity to re-connect with guys you 
might not have seen since you last played. 
It was fun reminiscing and sharing the 
morning together.
 After that, there were seven consecutive 
yearly games during the summer. We did 

miss one game because of bad weather in 
2014. Then the games stopped for five years 
and now have been revived with this year’s 
game. I’m already looking forward to next 
year. I still have my softball glove, and I 
know exactly where it is. I think I can still 
field and hit. Isn’t it like riding a bike? 
 So, I’m devoting the rest of this column 
to Gene’s version of Alta Cocker game #9 
on September 22. 

ALTA COCKER RETURNS. What do you 
call 78 ballplayers equally spread out over 
six teams playing on three fields, 15-20 
more players watching and cheering them 
on, and more than 25 wives, girlfriends, 
children, grandchildren, and friends? What 
else, but Alta Cocker #9!
 On a beautiful, sunny, September 
22 morning, the 9th Annual Alta Cocker 
Modified Fast-pitch Tournament took place 
at the MJCCA softball fields.
 The annual round-robin affair, 
consisting of three two-inning games, 
showcases the “stars and studs” who played 
in the MJCCA’s Modified Fast-pitch League 
from 1971 (when I first began playing) 
through 1992, when Marcus relocated from 
Atlanta.
 Ever since its humble beginnings in 
2008, with 52 players on four teams, the 
annual event has former players asking 
throughout the following year, “When is the 
next Alta Cocker game going to be held?”
 Sponsored by veteran pitcher and center 
member Marcus Katz, the event began with 
a thank you to the MJCCA for allowing 
the Alta Cocker to be held, followed by a 
minute of silence for those Altas no longer 
with us and recognition of those “veteran 
cockers” who came to watch and enjoy the 
games and festivities, which included an 
HR Derby contest from five of the league’s 
current “bombers.”
 Everyone enjoyed schmoozing with 
and seeing each other, including veterans 
Harry Maziar, Stan Firestone, Sam 
Goldberg, Ralph Amiel, Wayne Aronson, 
Rich Greenstein, and Howie Hyman, as well 
as Joel Schancupp, Sandy Hartman, Tom 
Harvey, Frank Cervasio, Alan Cohn, Mike 
Delman, Ray Dankberg, Jeff Gillman, Alan 
Schectman, Steve Kamrass, AJ Rappaport, 
and Stu Cohen.
 With ice packs and Ace bandages 
available for all, the Sunday morning 
warriors battled from 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Then, the rush began to the delicious kosher 
deli buffet with all the trimmings, allowing 
players, family, and friends to gather at 
tables for eight, to meet and greet and catch 
up from the past 30-40 years.
 Among the veteran players who showed 
they still had the right stuff between the 
lines were infielders Johnny Miller, Robert 
Tourial, Bobby Ezor, Mike Reznik, Bob 
Blum, Todd and Neal Maziar, Billy Light, 
Scott Eisenberg, David Cervasio, and Bob 
(Clubber) Marmer. Catchers Stuart Leaf, 
Arvin Goldberg, Les Busch, John Chaifetz, 
Gary Jackson, Bob Meyer, Gabe Lembeck, 

Billy Balser, and Bill Klineman showed 
they still had the “tools of ignorance”! 
 In addition to fielding like Hoover 
vacuums, Lloyd Marbach, Chuck Palefsky, 
Marc Seltman, Steve Handmaker, Bobby 
Zuckman, David Ellin, Howie Wertheimer, 
Sidney Tourial, Art Seiden, Roger Gelder, 
and Bobby Thompson showed “if you can 
hit — you can hit.” Age doesn’t matter!
 Patrolling the outfield as they did in 
years gone by were George Steinheimer, 
Harold Halpern, Brian Wertheim, Hadley 
Cooper (who drove up from 
Jacksonville, Florida), Craig Lewis, Scott 
Moscow, Kenny Silverboard, and Howard 
Janis. Also making sure nothing rolled to the 
fence were veterans Louis Meddin, Larry 
Isaacson, Ron Lehman, Keith Peck, Neil 
Wiesenfeld, Larry Benator, Randy Briskin, 
and Marc Weinstein.
 And, just to make sure the infielders 
and outfielders “showed respect” and didn’t 
forget through the years who were the real 
capo di tutti capi (the boss of all bosses) 
were pitchers Marcus Katz, Jack Arogeti, 
Rick Shapiro, Jody Blanke, Bruce Beck, and 
Gene Benator, showing they still weren’t 
afraid to come inside for “a close shave”!
 This year’s game also featured several 
goodwill ambassadors from the current 
league who played on each team and 
enjoyed learning about “stories and lies” 
from the veterans of the golden era of 
MJCCA Modified Fast-pitch Softball, when 
we peaked at 16 teams with 13 players on 
each team and played double-headers every 
Sunday morning or Sunday evening in both 
the spring and fall leagues.

 A big thanks goes out to current League 
Commissioner Josh Tolchin and current 
league players Albert Rostin, Matt Yoels, 
Eli Gray, Steve Forman, David Thom, 
and Jeff Mironov for helping out as our 
goodwill ambassadors, as well as HR Derby 
participants David (Sauce) Tarter, Justin 
Katz, Adam Lazarus, Eric McAfee, and 
Jake (The Snake) Schwartz.
 So until next year: Stay well, have a 
great year, best to you and your loved ones, 
and don’t forget to “take two and hit to 
right”!—Gene Benator
 Thanks, Gene, for a great article. I’m 
already looking forward to Alta Cocker #10. 

MACCABIAH GAMES POST-SCRIPT. 
The September/October “Schwartz on 
Sports” had, as a feature story, “The 
Maccabiah Experience.” I wrote about the 
European Games and highlighted my son-
in-law, Marc Backal, and his experience.
 Marc was the lead physician for the 
U.S. team, as well as the soccer chair 
in Budapest. Since then, I’ve learned 
that Jewish Georgian Miles Alexander’s 
grandson, Josh Grad, played in those 
games. Josh is an outstanding soccer player 
who has been living in Amsterdam. He was 
drafted for the Dutch Maccabiah team when 
his coach noticed, before a game during 
Passover, that Josh was not eating bread 
and realized he was Jewish. Josh ended up 
as captain of the Dutch Gold Medal team in 
the International Maccabiah Games held in 
Budapest.
 Until next time, drive for the bucket 
and score.

PLAY BALL! Gene Benator and 
Marcus Katz, founders of the Alta 
Cocker softball games

Josh with his family at Maccabiah Games in Budapest: mother Paige, sister 
Carly, Josh, and father Steve

We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y  •  p e a c e  •  s o l i d a r i t y
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 JNF News
JNF’S JACK HIRSCH MEMORIAL 
BREAKFAST TO HONOR 
COMMUNITY LEADER. Jewish National 
Fund (JNF) will host its annual Jack 

Hirsch Memorial 
Breakfast for 
Israel on Tuesday, 
December 3. Now 
in its 16th year, 
the breakfast will 
honor Todd Starr, 
in recognition of 
his dedication to 
JNF, the land and 
people of Israel, 

and Atlanta’s Jewish community. This 
complimentary program will be held 8:00-
9:00 a.m., with registration opening at 7:30 
a.m., at The St. Regis Atlanta, 88 West 
Paces Ferry Road NW, Atlanta, and will 
feature guest speaker Yonatan Winetraub, 
co-founder of SpaceIL. 
 SpaceIL, a $100 million Israeli non-
profit, is widely known for its monumental 
attempt to land Beresheet, the first private 
interplanetary robotic mission, on the 
moon. Winetraub, whose keynote is titled 
“Small Country, Big Dream: Leading 
Israel into the Space Race,” was also 
part of the International Space University 
Program at NASA, studying the creation 
of colonies on Mars utilizing shelter and 
water from Martian lava caves. 
 “We are thrilled to have Yonatan share 
his insights on Israel’s entry into an elite 
club of the few nations to have reached the 
moon,” said breakfast co-Chair Natasha 
Lebowitz. “The ‘Start-Up Nation’ proves 
again that it is capable of anything, even 
reaching the stars.”
 “Jewish National Fund is the 
communal voice of Jews in America to 
ensure a strong, secure, and prosperous 
future for the land and people of Israel,” 
said breakfast co-Chair Caryn Berzack. 
“I see this breakfast as a wonderful 
opportunity to share JNF’s vision with 
our Atlanta community, and Todd 
represents that communal aspect with his 
commitment to the local Atlanta Jewish 
community, as well as his unwavering 
support of Israel and JNF throughout the 
years.” 
 Jewish National Fund is the leading 
philanthropic organization for Israel 
that supports critical environmental and 
nation-building activities in Israel’s north 
and south. Through its Billion Dollar 
Roadmap initiative, JNF is developing new 
communities in the Galilee and Negev, 
connecting the next generation to Israel, 
and creating infrastructure for ecology, 
special needs, and heritage preservation. 
 “I feel a duty to give back, not only 
locally, but to our extended community 
in Israel, and JNF makes it easy!” said 
breakfast co-Chair Vanessa Frank. “Being 
involved in JNF gives me the opportunity 
to stay connected to Israel.”
 Jack Hirsch loved Israel and invested 

throughout his life in Jewish National 
Fund’s ability to protect the land and 
people of Israel. A Holocaust survivor and 
a practical man, Hirsch served JNF as he 
ran his CPA and real estate investment 
business, asserting a strong hand and 
leading with a warm heart.  
 Registration for the Jack Hirsch 
Memorial Breakfast for Israel is required 
at jnf.org/atlbreakfast. Since the breakfast 
coincides with Giving Tuesday, attendees 
will have an opportunity to have their 
contributions to Jewish National matched 
at the event. 
 For more information, contact Beth 
Gluck, JNF Greater Atlanta executive 
director, at bgluck@jnf.org or 404-236-
8990 x851.

MARK MOSKOWITZ NEW JNF 
NATIONAL CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR 
FOR SOUTHEAST AND FLORIDA. 

Jewish National 
Fund is pleased 
to announce the 
addition of Mark 
M o s k o w i t z , 
one of Jewish 
p h i l a n t h r o p y ’s 
most dedicated 
and distinguished 
professionals, to its 
family as national 

campaign director for the Southeast and 
Florida. 
 With a career spanning nearly 30 years, 
Moskowitz is joining Jewish National 
Fund from his role as director of Donor 
Relations at the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC), where he 
has spent 19 years (during two stints), and 
where he was responsible for deepening 
the relationship and engagement with the 
organization’s largest donors. “A proud 
Zionist, I am grateful to have had the 
privilege of devoting my career to securing 
Israel safety through a political and policy 
focused lens,” said Moskowitz. “Joining 
Jewish National Fund provides me a new 
and exciting opportunity to help Israel in 
other meaningful ways, ensuring the land 
and people are ready for the challenges of 
the 21st century and beyond.”
 Prior to serving with AIPAC, he 
worked with the Jewish Agency for Israel 
as the senior vice president for Israel and 
Global Philanthropy, which included 
forging collaborative relationships with 
18 Federations to increase their overseas 
allocations and building a portfolio of 75 
individual major gift donors and prospects. 
 “Jewish National Fund is thrilled 
to add another experienced leader to our 
ranks,” said JNF Chief Development 
Officer Rick Krosnick. “Throughout his 
career in the Jewish and Israeli non-profit 
world, Mark has demonstrated that he not 
only cares about the well-being of the 
Jewish people but also in the importance 
of building a brighter future for Israel. 

The Jewish National Fund community 
looks forward to working with him in the 
Southeast and Florida.” 
 Moskowitz is no stranger to the 
region’s Jewish community. He served 
for two years as the Southeast Regional 
Director for the Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) and was responsible for overseeing 
the implementation of ADL’s agenda 
across the Southeast, including the Greater 
Atlanta area. “Mark will be a great addition 
to our Jewish National Fund family as we 
expand our presence in the metro areas and 
build on our success,” said JNF Executive 
Director of Greater of Atlanta Beth Gluck. 
“Recent investments by Jewish National 
Fund, especially in Greater Atlanta, are an 
indicator of the market growth in support 
of JNF’s groundbreaking vision for the 
land and people of Israel.” 

 As he assumes his new duties, 
Moskowitz emphasized his initial 
objectives as follows: “Coming in as the 
new national campaign director for the 
Southeast and Florida, I am focused on 
three primary goals: to help advance JNF’s 
mission by ensuring the organization’s 
financial needs are met, both today and 
tomorrow; to engage more young leaders 
through our JNFutures programs for young 
professionals and women through our 
Women for Israel campaign; and to build a 
robust pipeline of future leaders for Jewish 
National Fund, as our goals can only be 
achieved through consistently strong 
leadership over time,” said Moskowitz. 
“I’m very excited to get started and work 
alongside a team of bright and highly 
motivated colleagues. Together, we can 
accomplish the greatest of successes.” 

Todd Starr

Mark Moskowitz

 Earlier this evening, I sat in a comfy 
rocking chair out in the front garden of 
the Renaissance, the senior retirement 
community where I live, and looked at the 
Stars and Stripes waving on our flagpole 
close by.
 It’s just a piece of colored material, 
I thought, so why were there tears in my 
eyes and a catch in my throat as I kept 
looking at it so intently — such a beautiful 
sight, against the blue sky above?
 I thought about the thousands, nay, the 
millions who fought and gave their lives 
to protect this flag over the decades and 
during many wars. I thought of the “tired 
and wretched” who came to America, 
and through hard work made something 
of themselves and their descendants, 
learning the English language and making 
this a great country.
 I thought of all the millions who even 
today are crowding our borders, some 
walking hundreds of miles, for a chance 
to live in America — such horror stories 
we read about daily of children separated 

from their parents, in pitiful circumstances 
at our border stations in Texas, and on and 
on.
 Last but not least, I thought of 
myself, a brave girl, who left my parents 
in Shanghai, China (where I was born and 
raised), to come alone in 1947. (World 
War II was over, so I wrote my Uncle 
Louis Friend, in Eastman, Georgia, asking 
him to sponsor me as a foreign student 
for my continued education here.) And 
bless his memory, he sent me passage 
money on the SS General Gordon, for 
a transfer from St. John’s University in 
Shanghai to the University of Georgia, 
where I graduated with honors in 1950. 
And bless President Harry Truman, who 
passed the Displaced Persons Act in 1949, 
giving me and thousands like me “who 
could not return to their country of origin, 
because of fear of persecution or death” 
the opportunity to apply for citizenship in 
this great country. I finally became a U.S. 
citizen in 1953, in Augusta, Georgia.
 In 1997, on the 50th anniversary of 
my arrival in the U.S., I requested a flag 
that had flown over our nation’s capital 
from our then-senator Max Cleland. It is 
one of my most prized possessions. I have 
asked my daughter to put that flag in my 
arms come the day I’m laid to rest.
 In the meantime, my heartfelt thanks 
to this great country of ours, and always, 
may God Bless America.

The flag I love

BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine
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BUCKHEAD: 2161 Piedmont Road
Atlanta, GA 30324 | 404-881-0902

DORAVILLE: 5877 Buford Hwy
Doraville, GA 30340 | 770-458-3272

TOWERWINESPIRITS.COM

HAPPY CHANUKAH

CELEBRATE  
HANUKKAH

ISRAEL 
BONDS
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with
gifts

ISRAELBONDS.COM

BOND WITH A NATION 
OF LIMITLESS POTENTIAL
israelbonds.com

Development Corporation for Israel
3525 Piedmont Road, Building 6, Suite 250
Atlanta, GA 30305
atlanta@israelbonds.com • 404.817.3500

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus.  
Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully 
evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. 
Member FINRA. 
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Shred the potatoes. Pour the oil. 

Crispy, crunchy latkes. Almost ready.

Just one more. And more and more. 

A taste for Chanukah. Almost gone.

Shred the potatoes. Pour the oil.

Happy Chanukah from  

all your friends at Publix.

8 days.


